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NEC Editor Comments 
 
 

How are National Convention locations selected you ask? 
The National Executive Committee (NEC) is made up of General Chairmen 
from past National Conventions.  The NEC is responsible for selecting the 
National Convention locations.  Organizations interested in bidding for a 
National Convention are required to submit a Bid Package containing 
information on the proposed location.   
 
Friday morning the Bidding Organizations will provide a presentation to the 
Convention Attendees. This is an exciting event almost like a pep rally.  
During this event, the attendees will learn what the proposed city has to offer 
to the dancers.  

 
Make plans to join us on Friday, June 26th at 9:00 AM in the McLennan 
Hall #3 for the Public Bid Session. The NEC will officially announce the 
convention award during the Closing Ceremony on Saturday, June 27th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is your organization interested in bidding for a National Convention?  If Yes – 
please contact Louis & Angie McClure for details – louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com  

mailto:louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com
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Warning! 
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Shuttle To and From Airports 
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La Quinta 
911 S 10th Street 5 min drive $159/night 6/3/2026    

Hilton Waco Connected 
(Host Hotel) $174/night 5/29/2026    

113 S University Parks Dr to Waco CC 
Courtyard Across the 

(Dance Leader Hotel) street from $164/night 5/29/2026    
101 Washington Ave Waco CC 

Even Hotel 6-8 min 
110 S MLK Jr Blvd walk $164/night 6/9/2026    

Holiday Inn Express 6-8 min 
101 Taylor St walk $149/night 6/9/2026    

Spring Hill Suites 
115 S Jack Kultgen 2 min drive $147/night 6/3/2026     

Expressway 

The 75th National Square Dance Convention offers a set of diverse hotel experiences during 

 
 
 

75th National Square Dance Convention – Waco, TX 
June 24-27, 2026 

 

 

Hotel Waco CC 
Distance Rate Reservation 

Deadline 
Free Amenities 

Breakfast Parking Wi-Fi Laundry 

 
SOLD OUT 

Cambria Hotel 
110 S MLK Jr Blvd 

6-8 min 
walk $172/night 6/9/2026  

  
 

 
SOLD OUT 

Aloft Waco 
900 S 11th St 5 min drive $159/night 6/9/2026    

 

SOLD OUT 
Element Hotel 
2200 Robinson Dr 7 min drive $154/night 6/9/2026     

Home2Suites 
2500 Bagby Ave 7 min drive $174/night 6/3/2026     

 

Once in the Housing Booking Portal, you will have the ability to book your room at any of the convention hotels 
based on room availability. Reservation confirmations will be sent to the email address used to make the 
reservation. 

 

Please reach out to Phil Henderson, Housing Vice-Chair at 75nsdchousing@gmail.com 
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Hilton Waco Connected No pets are allowed except for service 
(Host Hotel) to Waco CC No N/A animals. 
Courtyard Across the 

(Dance Leader street from Yes $0 Please let the front desk know at check-in. 
Hotel) Waco CC 

La Quinta 5 min drive Yes $25/day Maximum amount of $75 during entire 
 

Even Hotel 6-8 min walk Yes $150 $75 of the deposit is refundable. 
deposit 

Holiday Inn Dogs and cats only; deposit is non- 
Express 6-8 min walk Yes $75 deposit refundable 

Spring Hill $100 Deposit is non-refundable; dogs only (2 max 
Suites 2 min drive Yes deposit up to 40 lbs.) 

 
 

Hotel CC 
Distance 

Accept 
Pets? Pet Fee Additional Info 

SOLD OUT 

Cambria Hotel 6-8 min walk No N/A No pets are allowed except for service 
animals 

 
SOLD OUT 

Aloft Waco 5 min drive Yes $0 2 pets max up to 40 lbs. 
SOLD OUT 

Element Hotel 7 min drive Yes $50/day Maximum amount of $150 during entire stay. 
Home2Suites 7 min drive Yes $75 deposit Deposit if non-refundable 

 

 
Please reach out to Phil Henderson, Housing Vice-Chair at 75nsdchousing@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Enjoy having your furry companion with you at 
your hotel! 

 
75th National Square Dance Convention – Waco, TX 

June 24-27, 2026 
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The short answer is YES! All but two of our hotels allow pets! 
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See photos next page 

Camping/RV 
 

 

It’s time to finalize your camping 
reservations! We have negotiated discounted 
rates with two Waco-area campgrounds. You 
will need to make a reservation directly with 
the campground of choice, request the 
“Square Dance Convention” discount and 
pay directly to the campground. 

These are the campgrounds offering the 
Square Dance Discount: 

Waco Creekside Resort: 15% Square Dance 
discount. The campground is about 11 miles 
from the Waco Convention Center.  
Campsites, cabins and tree houses. 

1972 Leroy Parkway 
Elm Mott, TX 76640 
(254) 651-3999 
 wacocreeksideresort.com 

Magnolia RV Resort offers you 10% off 
your stay. There’s a pool in addition to a 
complimentary breakfast on Saturdays and 
Sundays. The campground is about 8 miles 
from the Waco Convention Center. 
 
3096 New Dallas Hwy. Waco, TX 76705 /      
(254) 799-3105  magnoliarvresort.com   

 

Please note that camping fees will not be collected through the Hotel 
Booking Portal, but only by contacting the campground directly. 
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Camping/RV 
Waco Creekside Resort (left) is 
offering convention-goers a 15-
percent discount. The park has 50 
RV sites with full hookups. There 
are also treehouses and cabins. 
Pet-friendly. Please see previous 
page for details. 

 
 
 

 
 

Magnolia RV Resort (above) is 
offering convention-goers a 10-
percent discount. 42 full-service 
sites. Pull-through sites only. 

Magnolia RV Resort is pet-friendly, 
has a swimming pool and also has a 
pancake breakfast on weekends. 
More details on previous page. 
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Ghost Riders Band 

You will be square dancing in the evenings 
to the Ghost Riders. The well-known 

square dance band will back up the square 
dance callers both musically and vocally! 

75th National Square Dance Convention®
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Your First National Convention? 
What can you expect if this is your 

first national convention? First of all, 
you’ll encounter all kinds of people from 
all walks of life, with dancing the 
common denominator! 

The National Square Dance 
Convention® moves from city to city 
across the U.S. The last three conventions 
were held in Mobile, AL, Milwaukee, WI, 
and Shreveport, LA.  This year’s 
convention will be June 24- 27, 2026 in 
Waco, TX. 

There will be plenty of halls for 
different levels and types of dances, such 
as Mainstream, Plus, Advance, 
Challenge, and various levels of round 
dance, contra, line dance, clogging, youth, 
and specialty. 

Prior to the National Square Dance 
Convention®  in Waco, there are Trail Thru 
dances being held across the United States 
leading to the convention. There are 
multiple callers traveling the historic Route 
66, some starting in California, and another 
group beginning in Chicago and both 
making a detour south to Dallas-Fort Worth 
and on to Waco. 

The 75th National Square Dance 
Convention® starts at 4:30 PM Wednesday, 
June 24, 2026, with a concert by The 
Malpass Brothers, which is sold out.  

 
At 7 PM the opening ceremonies 

spectacular show begins, followed by the 
Trail End dances from 8 to 10 PM. 

The convention opens at 9 AM Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, ending at 10 PM each 
night. Several special after parties each night 
extend the dancing for another hour. 

So make sure to pack some 
comfortable shoes, and be ready for a lot of 
walking and, of course, dancing. 

Welcome to your first National Square 
Dance Convention—enjoy every step! 
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Scooter Rentals Available 
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HB1927 made it legal in Texas for most people 21 years or older to carry a handgun in a holster 
without a permit openly and/or concealed unless specific signage states otherwise. Penal code 

46.02 is amended to make it lawful for most people aged 21 years or older to display a handgun if 
it is carried in a holster. A person who removes their handgun from its holster in public may be 

guilty of a crime 

Important Services and Security Information 
75th National Square Dance Convention® 

Waco Convention Center • June 24-27, 2026 
SECURITY 
• No clear bags required. 
• No bag searches or security lines. 
• No metal detectors. 
• Only main entrances will be open for access to the building. 
• Please do not prop open doors to allow others entry through side entrances. 
• All doors can be used for exiting the building, 
• Yes, guns are allowed in the Waco Convention Center. 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
In case of an emergency the first call is to call 911. The fire department is less than 1 mile from the convention 
center with a maximum travel time of 3 minutes. Someone should plan to meet the emergency response team at the 
entrance. The upper-level entrance (Hilton level) is on Franklin Ave. The lower-level entrance (Courtyard by 
Marriott level) is on Washington Ave. 

AED DEFIBRILLATORS 
AED Defibrillators are located on the upper and lower levels along with Stop Bleed kits and basic emergency/first 
aid kits. When you arrive at the convention center make note of their location. On the lower level they can be 
found near the bottom of the escalators. On the upper level they are located outside Chisholm Hall. 

 
FIRST AID STATION 
The First Aid station will be located in the upper-level lobby area. 
Basic first aid supplies will be available to handle minor cuts, bruises, blisters etc. Ice bags will be available for 
slightly sprained ankles. A limited supply of OTC medication will be available for purchase at the 75th Ways and 
Means table. 

MONEY MATTERS 
The Waco Convention Center is primarily a cashless venue, accepting credit cards, debit cards, and mobile 
payments like Apple Pay or Google Pay for services. Bring a card for payments at concessions or vendor booths 
as it is designed to speed up transactions. You may still want to bring a small amount of cash for your travels, 
tipping, etc. 
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Exciting Youth Activities 
Dear Parents, 

As we gear up for the 75th National Square 
Dance Convention®, we want to extend a warm 
welcome to all the families joining us in 
celebrating this milestone event! While we will 
not have a dedicated youth room this year, we 
want to assure you that there will be plenty of 
fun, engaging and age-appropriate activities 
planned specifically for our teen dancers. 

Our goal is to make this convention a memorable 
experience for dancers of all ages. Here's a 
glimpse of what your youth can look forward to: 

• Youth-focused dance sessions: Specially 
scheduled square and round dance sessions 
tailored for youth, with energetic callers and 
cuers who know how to keep the floor lively and 
fun. 

• Workshops and skill-building: 
Opportunities for youth to improve their dancing 
skills, learn new moves, and even try out calling 
in a supportive environment. 

• Games and icebreakers: Between dance 
sessions, we’ll have organized games and social 
activities to help youth connect, make friends 
and have fun. 
• Youth parade and performances: A 
chance for youth to shine! Whether it’s 
participating in a themed parade or showcasing 
their talents, there will be moments to celebrate 
their energy and creativity. 

• Mentorship and community: Older youth 
and young adult dancers will be on hand to help 

guide and support younger participants, creating 
a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere. 

Why bring your youth? 

Square dancing is more than just a fun activity— 
it’s a community. By bringing your youth to the 
convention, you’re giving them the chance to 
build lifelong friendships, gain confidence and 
leadership skills, and be part of a vibrant, 
intergenerational tradition 

We’re committed to making this a safe, joyful, 
and enriching experience for all our young 
dancers. So, pack those dancing shoes and get 
ready for an unforgettable time at the 75th 
National Square Dance Convention®! 

If you have any questions or would like more 
details about youth programming, feel free to 
reach out to our Youth Coordinator, Kati 
Raleigh, at yodelergirl@yahoo.com. 
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Go Fund Me for Ghost Riders 
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Club Outfits 
Some of the Hanger Squares members 
show off their coordinating clubwear, 
from left, Trent Hubbert, Beth 
Hubbert, Joyce Jackson, Suzi Aleman 
and Oscar Aleman. 
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Tours to Explore 
 
 
 

There are three choices for making your tour plans while you 
are in Waco: 

1.  VIATOR provides a variety of Waco  tours  and 
adventures. Use the link to see a list of all the tours 
available, including details about cost, availability, and 
the tour meeting spot. https://www.viator.com/Waco  

2. On the MAGNOLIA website you can sign up for 
signature tours and experiences. If you register  for  a  
tour on the Magnolia website, you can receive a 15% 
discount during checkout using PROMO CODE 75NSDC. 
(You  MUST use the website and include the  75NSDC  
Promo  Code  to get the discount.) Please wear your 
convention badge when attending tours. 
https://magnolia.com/pages/magnolia-market  

3.  SELF-GUIDED TOURS are also available.  Waco  is  home 
to a number of worthwhile destinations! Use the link 
below to learn about several of the finest, including the 
Dr Pepper Museum, the Waco Mammoth National 
Monument, the Craft Village at Homestead Heritage, and 
more! https://75nsdctx.com/self-guided-tours/  

Although our 75th NSDC team is not organizing any tours that 
leave from the convention center, there will be a tour table at the 

Convention Center with information about some of the tours. 
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SQUARE 
DANCING 

Special activities to 
look forward to: 

Dancing: 
Mainstream 
Plus 
Advance 
Challenge 

Intros to Plus, 
Advance, and 
Challenge 

High Energy and Hot 
Hash for Mainstream 
and Plus 

Workshops: 
Specialty Squares 
Hex 
Intro to Hex 
6-Couple Rectangles 
Kaleidoscope 
Old Tyme Square Dance 
Calls 

Two special hours of 
overseas callers 

Special teen dances 

ROUND 
DANCING 

Daily Round Dance 
workshops/clinics 
will include: 

Intro to Rounds 
Hustle 
Phase 4 WZ 
Phase 3/4 WCS 
4 Cha 
5/6 Quickstep 
4/5 Rumba 
5/6 Tango 
38 Teacher exhibitions 
36 Showcase/teaches, 
one for each dance 
showcased. 

There will be a high 
quality of staff and 
teachers. Roundalab 
will be held at the 
Convention location 
for the first time in 
many years; it should 
increase the level of 
experienced and 
proficient cuers, which 
will lead to a great round 
dance program at the 
Waco convention! 

CLOGGING 
Why not try out the 
Clogging sessions? 

The Introduction to 
Clogging workshop 
will provide the basic 
steps in clogging and 
will include one-hour 
sessions starting at 9 
a.m. Thursday and 
continuing on Friday 
and Saturday. Day 1 
will feature Lanita 
Hammett from 
Arkansas, who is an 
experienced clogger 
and teacher. On Day 2, 
Jack McFarland will 
pick up where Lanita 
left off and add his 
own style to the basic 
lessons. Day 3 will 
wrap up the 
introductory format 
with Kayla Barton 
introducing some of her 
specialties including 
drag slides, buck and 
flatfoot. No experience 
required. 

What to Expect in the Dance Halls 
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Education Classes 
 
 
 
 
 

Keynote Address: It’s Been 75 Years: 
Why Change Now? 
Ted Lizotte (LCP mandatory class) 

Organization Roundtable: From Vision 
to Reality—Success Stories and 
Strategies for Implementing Change 
Ted Lizotte, Theresa Berger, Shawn 
Brown, Mike Seastrom and Jeremy Butler 
(LCP mandatory class) 

Bid Session For Future Conventions 
National Executive Committee 
(LCP mandatory class) 

 
For Current and 
Future Callers 
Modular Calling: Your New Best Friend 
Brad Caldwell and Charlie Robertson 
(LCP elective class) 

So You Want to Be a Cuer 
John and Karen Herr ((LCP elective class) 

How to Use Music to Better Sell Your 
Dance 
Scott Bennett and Buddy Weaver 
(LCP elective class) 

Dancers: Smoothness, Styling and 
Etiquette 
Dan Sahlstrom and Ted Lizotte 
(LCP elective class) 

 

 
The Mechanics of Great Teaching: How 
to Be an Effective Teacher 
Shauna Kaaria and Jack Pladdys 
(LCP elective class) 

How to Be an Effective Club Caller 
Vernon Jones and Jeremy Butler 
(LCP elective class) 

So You Want to Be a Caller? 
Bear Miller and Tom Davis 
(LCP elective class) 

Basic Sight Calling—Moving Dancers 
from Point A to Point B with Purpose 
Eric Henerlau and Barry Johnson 
(LCP elective class) 

Theme Tips: Teaching Tips, Workshop, 
and Extended Applications for Enjoyable 
Dancing—Patty Greene and Tony 
Oxendine (LCP elective) 
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We will be offering these classes at 
the Waco convention June 24-27. 
They are open to anyone but have 
the LCP class type at the bottom of 
each listing in case you are going 

through the Leadership Certification 
Program. See full details at 

http://75nsdc/education-schedule 
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Education Classes 
Publicity and Promotion 

 
Creating Eye-Catching Flyers 
that People Will Read 
Karen Nace (LCP elective class) 

 

Advertising and Marketing in 
2026 and Beyond (ARTS) 
Erin Byars (LCP elective) 

 
 

Facebook Events Made Easy: 
Share Your Dance! 
Thom Dang (LCP core class) 

 

Using Facebook and 
Instagram to Market Square 
Dancing: Some Basics 
Katie Hubbert with Trent 
Hubbert (LCP core class) 

 

Marketing Your Club: 
Strategies and Success Stories 
Mike Hogan (LCP core class) 

 
 
 

Digital Marketing to Different 
Generations 
Trent Hubbert with Katie 
Hubbert (LCP core class) 

 

Dramatic Digital Flyers that 
People Won’t Scroll Past 
Karen Nace (LCP elective) 
(LCP elective class) 

 
 
 
 
 

National Squares E-Magazine / April 2026 / 75th National Square Dance Convention® 

We will be offering these classes 
at the Waco convention June 24 
-27. They are open to anyone 
but have the LCP class type at 
the bottom of each listing in 
case you are going through the 
Leadership Certification 
Program. Full details are at 
http://75nsdc/education- 
schedule 
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Education Classes 
Potpourri 

 
 
 

 
We’re in Waco, Y’all: Overview 
Bobby Horner 
(LCP elective class) 

 
 

The ABCs of Hosting a National Square 
Dance Convention® 
Louis and Angie McClure 
(LCP elective class) 

 
 

Personal Safety: Refuse to be a Victim! 
Manuela Ptacek 
(LCP elective class) 

 
 

Trash Dancing 
Billy Grimsley, Charlie Whisner and Tim 
Austin 
(LCP elective class) 

 
 

Start Your Engines: Looking Ahead to 
the 77th NSDC 
Trent and Beth Hubbert 
(LCP elective class) 

 

Traveling Squares 
Dave and Heidi Heffron 

 
 
 

(LCP elective) 

Travel Safety: It’s All in Your Head 
Manuela Ptacek (LCP elective class) 

 
 

Heading to the Heart of the Rockies: 
Looking Ahead to the 76th NSDC  
Art and Lilly Hardin 
(LCP elective class) 

 
Using Positive Communication to 
Resolve Negative Situations 
Erin Byars (LCP elective class) 
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at the Waco convention June 24- 
27. They are open to anyone but 

have the LCP class type at the 
bottom of each listing in case 

you are going through the 
Leadership Certification 

Program. Full details are at 
http://75nsdc/education- 

schedule 
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Education Classes 
Club and Organization Leadership 

 
 
 
 
 

Music Licenses: Know the PROs for 
Your Event 
Kevin Klein (LCP core class) 

 

Leadership Toolkit: USDA 
Resources for Club and 
Organization Leaders 
Scott and Sandy Ebright 
(LCP core class) 

 

Negotiating Caller Contracts 
Ken Hengst, Mike Seastrom, Jack 
Pladdys, Mike Kellogg (LCP core 
class) 

 

Who’s Insured at Your Dance? 
Elizabeth Sanders (LCP elective) 

 
Solo Dancers: Are They the Key to 
Saving Square Dancing?  
Ri-Shea Schlitter (LCP core class) 
 

We will be offering these classes at 
the Waco convention June 24-27. 
They are open to anyone but have 
the LCP class type at the bottom of 
each listing in case you are going 

through the Leadership 
Certification Program. 

Full details are at 
http://75nsdc/education-schedule 

 

 
Medical Emergency Plan and 
Intervention: Being Prepared 
Lorri McIntosh (LCP core class) 

 

How to Build a Sustainable Club 
Buddy Weaver (LCP core class) 

USDA 501(c)3 Nonprofit Group 
Exemption Program 
Jim Maczko, Pat Inglis, Jim Taylor 
(LCP core class) 

Creating Community 
Within Your Club 
Cindy McLaren, Deborah Levin 
(LCP elective class) 
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General Chairman: Gary and Claudia Lester 

Assistant General Chairman: Billy and Ramona 
Grimsley 

Convention Secretary: Pamela Smith 

Computer Coordinator: Fisher Reynolds 

Convention Webmaster: Matt Whiteacre 

Legal Advisor: Charles Zagara 

Traveling Team: Andy and Sandy Remson, John 
and Cindy Brahm, Everett and Tina Kelly 

Special Promotions: Kimberly Vennard 

Education 

Education Chairman: Brooke Peters 

Assistant Education Chairman: Everett Kelly 

Secretary: Brooke Peters 

Vice Chairman Education Sessions: Sally 
Bennett-Schmidt 

Vice-Chairman Sew and Save: Jamey Klix 

Director: Carol Teal 

Sew and Save Booklet, Workroom and Clinics: 
Jamey Klix and Carol Teal 

Volunteers: Jamey Klix 

Reports and Statistics: Sally Bennett-Schmidt 

Keynote Speaker and Roundtable: Brooke Peters 

Archives: Tina Kelly 

Showcase of Education: Marilyn Schmit 

Team Waco 
 

We have a dedicated staff for the 75th National 
Square Dance Convention® which will be June 
24-27, 2026. This month we’re featuring all of 
our committees. If you know one of these 
people, be sure to thank them for their hard 
work in bringing you the convention we’re all 
looking forward to. 

 

Team Waco continued on next page 
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Business 

Business Chairman: Trent and Beth Hubbert 

Assistant Business Chairman: Charles and Carol 
Thornburg 

Assistant: Katie Hubbert 

Finance Vice Chairman: Bob and Melody Purnell 

Ways and Means: Sheryl Oliver 

Vendors Vice Chairman: Bruce and Wanda Carter 

Photography Director: Angie Engledow 

Passport Book Director: Oscar and Suzi Aleman 
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Dance Program 

Michele Russell: Program Chairman 

Vernon Jones: Squares Vice Chairman 

Dennis Artz and Patricia Morley: Rounds Vice 
Chairman 

Lissa Bengston: Contra Vice Chairman 

Billy Grimsley: Lines Vice Chairman 

Jack and Dana McFarland: Clogging Director 

Kati Raleigh: Youth Vice Chairman 

Jan Albers: Solos Director 

Registration and Housing 

Fisher and Maria Reynolds: Registration and 
Housing Chairman 

Fisher and Maria Reynolds: Registration 

Phil Henderson: Housing Vice Chairman 

Jeb and Janet Jonas: RV and Camping Vice 
Chairman 

Louis and Janet Klein: Late Registration Director 

Team Waco 
 
 

Team Waco continued from previous page 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services 

David and Kim Neff: Services Chairman 

Eric Schafer: Assistant Services Chairman 

Larry Leavitt and Tina Hopkins: Security Vice 
Chairman 

 
 

Chris and Carolyn Mills: Sound Vice Chairman 

Dean Haney: Transportation Vice Chairman 

Gailleen Dillashaw: First Aid Director 
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Social and Special Events 

Edd and Rhonda Harshbarger: Social and Special 
Events Coordinator 

John and Melissa Bassett: Social and Special 
Events Assistant Coordinator 

Cinda Siegel: Hospitality Vice Chairman 

Rachel Masten: Hospitality Co-Vice Chairman 

Roxie Walker: Fashion Show Vice Chairman 

Jerry and Brenda Fabian: Tours Vice Chairman 

John and Laura Alexander: Special Event Director 

Jan and Yasuko Andersen: International Director 

Publicity 

Audrey Mansell: Publicity Chairman 

Karen Nace: National E-Squares Magazine Vice 
Chairman 

Sally Henderson: Social Media Director 

Kaye Gregory: Program Book Vice Chairman 

Philip and Melody Moorehouse: Media 
Recognition Vice Chairman 
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Malpass Brothers Concert 
 

 

National Squares E-Magazine / April 2026 / 75th National Square Dance Convention® 



41  

Celebrating our Vendors 
As we prepare to gather in Waco, 

Texas, for the 75th National Square Dance 
Convention® from June 24–27, 2026, 
there’s a special group of people we want 
to shine a spotlight on—our incredible 
vendors. 

These dedicated individuals and 
businesses are more than just 
merchants. They are the heartbeat of the 
convention experience, bringing color, 
creativity, and craftsmanship to every 
participant. From dazzling dancewear and 
handcrafted accessories to innovative tools 
and treasured keepsakes, each vendor 
brings something unique that enhances our 
shared love of square dancing. 

Their booths are places of discovery -
where you can find the perfect twirl-worthy 
skirt, a new pair of boots that feel 
just right, or a conversation that turns into 
a lifelong connection. Many of these 
vendors travel great distances, invest 
countless hours, and pour their passion 
into every product and interaction. They 
help preserve the traditions we cherish 
while also introducing fresh ideas that 
keep our community vibrant and 
growing. 

We invite you to take a moment to 
get to know them. Please visit 
 https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/ to watch 
short videos showcasing each vendor’s 

specialties. You’ll hear their stories, see 
their work, and understand why they’re 
such an essential part of this historic 
celebration. 

Let’s show our appreciation by 
supporting them, sharing their stories, and 
stopping by their booths in Waco. Because 
without our vendors, the convention 
wouldn’t be the same. 
Please see next page for a listing of our 
wonderful vendors. 
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If you know a vendor who might 
like to be part of the Waco convention, 

please refer them to Bruce and 
Wanda Carter at wcdrip@gmail.com. 

https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/
mailto:wcdrip@gmail.com
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Visit Our Vendors 
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Young at Heart to Perform 
Young at Heart Square and Line Dance 
Club has been proudly serving the 
Mountain City, Tenn. area for more than 
20 years. Located in a small Appalachian 
community in the northeastern corner of 
the state, Young at Heart has long been 
committed to preserving and promoting 
square dancing while welcoming dancers 
of all ages and experience levels. 

Like many clubs, Young at Heart faced 
significant challenges during the COVID 
pandemic and came close to closing its 
doors. Through persistent advertising, 
community outreach, and dancing 
throughout Johnson County, we slowly 
rebuilt our membership and momentum. 
Today, our club is growing once again and currently has 33 members. 

Over the past three years, we have experienced an exciting shift in the age range of our dancers, 
now spanning from 12 to 80 years old. Our group thrives on high-energy music, enthusiasm, and 
creativity. Several of our dancers have even choreographed their own moves, adding a unique and 
personal flair to our dance floor. 
We are deeply thankful for the many callers who have shared their time and talent with our club. 
Special appreciation goes to our club callers, Vic Lenta and Joshua Ransom, who have generously 
volunteered their time to teach our classes for the past two and a half years, helping guide our club 
out of financial hardship and into a season of renewed strength and growth. 

 

Please check your schedule for performance time. 
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Square Dance Etiquette 
Following these time-honored “rules” 
will enhance the fun for you and 
everyone in your square. 
Treat everyone in your square with 
courtesy; be friendly and helpful. 
Avoid actions to make anyone else in 
your square uncomfortable. 

Refrain from criticism. If it is necessary, 
make sure it is constructive. 

Help less experienced dancers if needed. 
Dance gently, don’t use an excessive 
grip or jerk/push others through the 
square. 
Communicate. Advise your partner and 
others in the square if you have an 
injury or impairment that may impact 
your ability to twirl, etc. 
Observe personal hygiene and 
cleanliness. Be sure to use deodorant 
and use colognes in moderation or not at 
all. Remember, cologne may trigger an 
allergic reaction for someone else. 
Avoid alcoholic beverages before and 
during dances. No alcohol is allowed in 
the Waco Convention Center. Dancing 
requires your best mental and physical 
alertness. 

You should always enter the dance floor 
with a partner. If you need a partner, it is 
acceptable to stand at the edge of the 
floor and hold one hand in the air 
indicating that you are ready to dance. 
Join the first square you come to. Walk 
around the outside of the square to the 
nearest open position. 
If no squares are available to join and 
you wish to create a new square, raise 
your hand and use your fingers to 
display the number of couples. The 
caller should see your upraised hand 
and encourage others to complete the 
square. 
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Getting to Waco 
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Learn to Trash Dance! 
Trash Dancing is 

one of our new classes 
at the 75th NSDC. 

Billy Grimsley, 
Charlie Whisner and 
Tim Austin, Trash 
Dancers extraordinaire, 
will be your instructors 
for this class. 

Trash Dancing 
consists of short, 
stylish additions 
inserted between the square dance calls – never replacing 
the calls and never messing anybody up. It is about fun, 
syncopation and musicality while staying on time and rhythm, 
as well as respecting the caller and the square. 

Trash Dancing helps clubs grow! Smiles drive retention, 
creativity welcomes new dancers, and video-friendly moments 
help clubs showcase and recruit online. 

Come check out the Trash Dancing class at the Waco 
convention and discover the Trash Dance Society too. 
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Five Ways to Win in Sew and Save 
Participate in the Community Project and win 
charms, dangles, and possibly a charm bracelet. 

 

Win prizes in the Sew & Save Brown Bag Raffle 
Simply take the Sew & Save flyer in your 75th NSDC 
registration packet to Sew & Save in the Hilton Hotel, 
Brazos Room C, on Thursday and Friday and receive 
two days’ worth of brown bag raffle tickets. Check out 
all the items being raffled (including gift baskets, 
sewing tools, handmade items, and assorted other 
prizes) and place the tickets for that day in the bag 
corresponding to the items you would like to win. 
There will be two drawings - one on Thursday (posted 
Friday morning) and one on Friday (posted Saturday 
morning). There will be different raffle items each day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make your own Boot Noodles 

 

Silent Auction for Sewing Machines 
There will be three sewing machines to bid on in the Silent Auction – Two gently used 
Brother sewing machines and one antique Singer Featherweight Sewing machine. Just write 
your name and bid amount on the Silent Auction bid sheet. Keep checking back to see if 
someone else has placed a higher bid so you have the chance to increase your bid. The 
highest bid at 5:00 pm on Thursday will get one of the Brother sewing machines. The highest 
bids for the Singer Featherweight machine and the other Brother machine at 5:00 PM on 
Friday will be the winners of those machines. 

 
Items on the Free Table 
If you aren’t feeling lucky enough to win in the Brown Bag Raffle or Silent Auction, just step 
over to the Free Table and take whatever items you can’t live without. 

 
Make & Take Your Own Special Prizes Sew & Save is offering four classes where you can 
make your own “prizes” to take home. These prizes include boot noodles, Texas specific bolo 
ties and pins, bluebonnet necklaces or dangles with beads, or little turtle charms that move! 
Check the Sew & Save class listings to find out dates and times of these classes. 
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Great Waco Restaurants 
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Heritage Dancers coming to Waco 
 

The California Heritage Dancers 
promote awareness of the 
historic and artistic value of 
square dancing, the folk dance 
which is truly American in origin. 
Further, the Heritage Dancers 
strive to demonstrate through 
educational exhibitions and 
entertainment the unique place 
that square dancing holds in our 
culture. 

The public is generally aware of the variations in 
ethnic folk arts throughout the world. This is due in 
part to abundant travel opportunities, education 
and the "melting pot" nature of our culture. 
However, many people are not as well-informed 
about the richness of the art forms that have 
originated here and are unique to our nation. 
Modern Western Square Dancing is a case in 
point. This, like the people who have contributed to 
its development, is a product of the cultural variety 
that makes our country great. Contributions have 
been made by English, French, Scottish and Irish 
settlers; the Spanish and Mexican influence in the 
Southwest; and by the pioneers, cowboys, miners 
and ranchers during the Westward movement of 
the 1800s. Twentieth-century influences came from 
Henry Ford and Lloyd Shaw, to say nothing of the 
many innovative callers. 

The California Heritage Dancers were organized in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1986 by founder and director Ruth Walker-Hagan 
to bring this cultural heritage to the attention of the 
North American public. Extensive research (pre- 
internet) resulted in a series of dances performed 
to authentic music in period-appropriate costumes. 
The ever-expanding repertoire currently includes 
about a dozen core routines dating from the 
colonial period up through the 1950s, plus a 
variety of variations and “spin-off” routines created 
for different numbers of dancers and for special 
events. 

The Heritage Dancers have performed at many 
U.S. National Square Dance Conventions, three 
Canadian Square Dance Conventions, multiple 
USA West Square Dance Conventions, a variety of 
state conventions and festivals, and various local 
community events. We look forward to these many 
opportunities to bring history to life through square 
dancing. 

 
Please check your schedule for performance time. 
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Is Graduation in Your Future? 
The Leadership 
Certification Program is 
designed to help dancers 
become better leaders. 
The program enriches a 
dancer’s knowledge of 
relevant issues facing 
our pastime, provides 
information and 
materials to assist in 
promoting an interest in 
dancing and suggests 
ideas and strategies to 
help deal with local club 
challenges. 

 
Requirements for LCP 
Certification 
• MANDATORY 

SESSIONS 
(Keynote Address 
and Bid Session) 

• FOUR CORE 
SESSIONS 

• TWO ELECTIVE 
SESSIONS 

 
Upon completion, you 
will receive: 
• An LCP Graduate dangle with a rhinestone in the eye of the armadillo 
• A graduation certificate in a beautiful certificate holder 
• Admiration of other dancers for the knowledge and leadership abilities you now have 
Upon partial completion, you will receive: 
• An LCP Attendee dangle that signifies you are in the process of completing the LCP 

Program 
 

Remember, the more classes you take, the more diamonds of knowledge you hold. 
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Sew & Save at a Glance 
 

Thursday, June 25 
Category Time Title and Presenters Room 

Community Project 10:00 AM Mastectomy Aprons (Klix and Teal) Brazos C 
Sewing Seminar 10:00 AM Sewing 101 (Godsey) Brazos A 
Sewing Seminar 11:00 AM Make it Yours (Klix) Brazos A 
Make & Take Workshop 11:00 AM Bluebonnets (Asp) Brazos C 
Sewing Seminar 1:00 PM Tablecloth Skirts (Teal) Brazos A 
Make & Take Workshop 1:00 PM Bolo Ties and Pins (Klix) Brazos C 

 
Friday, June 26 

Category Time Title and Presenters Room 
Community Project 10:00 AM Mastectomy Aprons (Teal) Brazos C 
Sewing Seminar 10:00 AM Sewing 102 (Varner) Brazos A 
Make & Take Workshop 10:00 AM Boot Noodles (Klix) Brazos C 
Sewing Seminar 11:00 AM Putting a Yoke on a Non-Yoke Shirt (Brahm) Brazos A 
Sewing Seminar 1:00 PM “Adding to It” (Klix) Brazos A 
Make & Take Workshop 1:00 PM Turtles (TBA) Brazos C 

 
Saturday, June 27th 

Category Time Title and Presenters Room 
Community Project 10:00 AM Mastectomy Aprons (TBA) Brazos C 
Make & Take Workshop 10:00 AM Last Chance for Make & Takes (TBA) Brazos C 
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Fashion Show 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION OPERATING SOFTWARE (NCOS) 
CONVENTION STAFF TRAINING 

Location: Marriott Hotel 1st Floor Meeting Room A 

The NCOS Training will be hosted by Anita Johnson. Future Convention Team Members using the NCOS are 
strongly encouraged to attend. Please check below the sessions you plan to attend. 

Wednesday, June 24th, 2026 
    2:00 pm Mobile App Overview (1.5 hrs.) 

 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 (Each session is 1 ½ hours) 
    8:30 am Intro to NCOS – setup procedure, global assignments, password, etc. 

9:30 am Instructor Break (15 mins) 
    9:45 am Mobile App Overview (1.5 hrs.) 

11:15 am Lunch Break 
    1:00 pm Program, Round Dance (1.5 hrs.) 

2:30 am Instructor Break (15 mins) 
    2:45 pm Program, Square Dance, Contra, Lines (1.5 hrs.) 

 
Friday, June 26, 2026 (Each session is 1 ½ hours) 
    8:30 am Pre-Convention Module (1.5 hrs.) 

10:00 am Instructor Break (15 mins) 
    10:15 am Services (1.5 hrs.) 

11:45 am Lunch Break 
    1:00 pm Education 9 (1.5 hrs.) 

2:30 pm Instructor Break (15 mins) 
    2:45 pm Registration & Housing (1.5 hrs.) 

 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 

Name:    

Phone:  Email:   

Convention / Committee:      

Please email to louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com to reserve your spot. We will email an advance electronic 
copy of the NCOS User Manual to bring to the Training Session with you. We will not provide copies of the 
NCOS User Manual during the Training Sessions. 
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Convention Registration 
Through the Years 

 

 
End of month 

2021 
Jackson 

MS 

2022 
Evansville 

IL 

2023 
Mobile 

AL 

2024 
Milwaukee 

WI 

2025 
Shreveport 

LA 

2026 
Waco 

TX 

June 1,130 821 1,285 1,328 1,170 1,819 

July 1,140 903 1,315 1,373 1,251 1,934 

August 1,177 971 1,417 1,473 1,330 2,050 

September 1,191 1,040 1,463 1,543 1,367 2,110 

October 1,219 1,100 1,535 1,594 1,434 2,173 

November 1,221 1,159 1,584 1,638 1,496 2,221 

December 1,243 1,232 1,632 1,698 1,568 2,319 

January 1,306 1,350 1,700 1,807 1,686 2,430 

February 1,320 1,453 1,801 1,932 1,795 2,634 

March 1,497 1,579 1,902 2031 1,913  

April 1,680 1,771 1,999 2,228 2,013  

May 1,792 1,893 2,075 2,365 2,018  

Final Total 1,835 2,034 2,312 2,564 2,201  

 

Future National Square Dance Conventions 

Convention Location Date 

75th NSDC Waco, TX June 24-27, 2026 
76th NSDC Loveland, CO June 23-26, 2027 
77th NSDC Daytona Beach, FL June 28-July 1, 2028 
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State Registrations 
Who’s coming to Waco, as of April 4, 2026 

Alaska 0 
Alabama 87 
Arkansas 57 
Arizona 29 
California 125 
Colorado 81 
Connecticut 1 
Delaware 3 
Florida 97 
Georgia 88 
Hawaii 4 
Iowa 25 
Idaho 5 
Illinois 46 
Indiana 35 
Kansas 39 
Kentucky 43 
Louisiana 39 
Massachusetts 10 
Maryland 36 
Maine 5 
Michigan 23 
Minnesota 55 
Missouri 71 
Mississippi 28 
Montana 3 
North Carolina 24 

North Dakota 6 
Nebraska 9 
New Hampshire 5 
New Jersey 17 
New Mexico 20 
Nevada 4 
New York 11 
Ohio 103 
Oklahoma 91 
Oregon 12 
Pennsylvania 33 
Rhode Island 0 
South Carolina 26 
South Dakota 11 
Tennessee 63 
Texas 974 
Utah 13 
Virginia 23 
Vermont 1 
Washington 28 
Wisconsin 42 
West Virginia 4 
Wyoming 0 

International 
Registrations 

Australia 6 
Austria 3 
Belize 2 
Canada 11 
Germany 23 
Japan 12 
Netherlands 2 
Sweden 7 
Switzerland 2 
Taiwan 20 

 
Top 7 States 
in Registrations 

Texas 974 
California 125 
Ohio 103 
Florida 97 
Oklahoma 91 
Georgia 88 
Alabama 87 
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Make the Most of the Convention App 
This year everyone who registered for the 75th NSDC 
in Waco will get the convention mobile app for free! 
The application has been improved and will be much 
more robust than in the past. Not only will the entire 
convention schedule be accessible using the app, but 
additional information such as maps, vendors, 
restaurants and live-streamed classes will be included. 
A class teaching how to use the Convention App will 
be offered twice at the 75th NSDC at the Marriott 
meeting room A. Classes will be at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 24, and at 9:45 a.m. Thursday, June 25. The 
classes are the same. 
The Convention App will go live about a month 
before the start of the convention, so registered 
dancers can begin learning to use the application on 
their own or just wait for one of the classes. 

 
 

Hearing Assistance Available 
There will be 20 Landmark radio- 
receivers available for loan on a first- 
come, first-served basis ($50 deposit). 
The Waco convention will be using 
Landmark audio transmitters, which 
work with any number of radio- 
receivers. The 75th will also be selling 
a limited number of transmitters; check 
at the Ways and Means table. 
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Get your Merchandise! 
 

We will have all kinds of Waco convention merchandise: 

T-shirts 

Belt towels 

Texas-themed items 

Stuffed mascots, as held at top by Gary and Claudia Lester, our General Chairman. 
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Free School for Callers 
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Pharmacies 
 

CVS Pharmacy 
820 S. Fifth St. Waco, TX (254) 296-0175 
Approximately 5 minutes 

 
24 Hr. Pharmacy 
Walgreens 
4100 Bosque Blvd. Waco, TX (254) 751-7215 
Approximately 11-14 minutes 

 
H-E-B Pharmacy 
6:00 am – 11:00 pm 
801 N IH-35 Bellmead, TX (254) 799-0253 
Approximately 7 minutes 

 
 

Veterinary Care 
Texas Animal Center 
4900 Steinbeck Bend Rd. 
8 minutes away from Waco Convention Center 

 www.tamcwacovet.com 

254-753-0901 
tamcvetstaff@gmail.com 

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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3 min 
<1 mile 

About This Location 

Premier ER & Urgent Care in Waco is committed to providing top-quality medical care 
with a board-certified team of medical professionals. Our in-house lab testing, X-ray 
services, and pediatric care for infants and children are of the highest standard. Our 
urgent care services are available every day from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., while our 
emergency room is open 24/7. We are in-network with multiple insurance providers 
and have three other convenient locations throughout the central Texas. We welcome 
all walk-ins without the need for an appointment, making it easy for you to receive the 
medical attention you require when you need it. 

Premier is the "Official Around-the-Clock Care Provider of Baylor Athletics" 

EMERGENCY HELP IS ONLY 4 MINUTES AWAY! 
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Answers on page 79 
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Talk Like a Texan 
Each picture depicts a Texas saying. 
See if you can decipher the saying. 
We’re giving you the first answer: 
1. I can’t trust him farther than I can 

throw him. 
Now it’s your turn: 

2.    
3. _  _ 
4. _  _ 
5. _  _ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers on next page 
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Talk Like a Texan Answers 
From activity on previous page 

 
a. I can’t trust him farther than I can throw him. 

b. Fit to be tied 

c. Only a fool argues with a skunk, a mule or a wagon 
train cook. 

d. Church is out. 

e. Hotter than a burnin’ stump 
 
 

Housing 
 
 

See pages 7-8 if you’re looking for a 
hotel. For your convenience and 
savings, we have negotiated special 
square dance convention rates with a 
number of Waco hotels. There are even 
pet-friendly options! 

 
 
 

See pages 9-10 if you’re 
planning to camp for 
the 75th National Square Dance 
Convention®. We have negotiated 
special square dance convention 
rates with two Waco-area RV parks! 
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From puzzle on page 76 
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What Are You Waiting For? 
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Waco Offers Lots to Do 
Come to Waco, 
Texas, for the 
75th National 
Square Dance 
Convention® 
June 24-27, 2026, 
in the beautiful 
Waco Convention 
Center! The 
convention is the 
NSDC’s Diamond Jubilee, so help us celebrate 75 
years of square dancing! Besides squares, enjoy 
rounds, contra, lines, clogging and exhibition groups. 
We’ll keep the fun going with an outrageous fashion 
show and nightly After Parties. Shop for new dance 
attire, 75th memorabilia, and assorted other items in 
our vendor area. Take advantage of the many 
workshops and educational opportunities while at the 
75th NSDC! We’ll see you there! 
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Fly Through the Convention Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here: Fly-Through Tour of 
the venue for the 75th National 

Square Dance Convention® 
 
 
 

National Squares E-Magazine / April 2026 / 75th National Square Dance Convention® 

https://75nsdctx.com/waco-convention-center-fly-through-tour/


81  

 
 

National Squares E-Magazine / April 2026 / 75th National Square Dance Convention® 



82  

 
 

National Squares E-Magazine / April 2026 / 75th National Square Dance Convention® 



83  

UPCOMING NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS® 
Each of the upcoming conventions has a Pre-Registration Form providing you an opportunity to express your support 
and interest in attending their future National Square Dance Convention®.  To pre-register, click the images below to 
access their Pre-Registration Form.  The forms can be downloaded, printed, saved, sent, and otherwise processed. 

Thank you for supporting ALL of the National Conventions! 

 

 
Where will we go in 2029 and beyond? 

Is your organization interested in submitting a Bid 
Package for the future National Square Dance 

Convention®? 
Please contact the  

National Executive Committee (NEC) Presidents: 
Louis & Angie McClure 

louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 678-956-0287 
  

Where will 
2029 NSDC 

be? 
 
Got any ideas 

let us know 

mailto:louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com
https://76nsdc.com/
https://77nsdcfl.com/
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National Squares E-Magazine Advertising Space Contract 

Advertiser: Date: 
Address: 

City: State: Zip: 
Phone: Fax: 

Email: 
 
I (We) offer to purchase from the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance Convention® advertising 
space in the National Squared E-Magazine for the advertisement of the above-listed advertiser in accordance with the ad 
sizes indicated below and in accordance with the rates, terms and conditions listed. No alcoholic beverage 
advertisements will be accepted. 
Please indicate by circling the advertisement size and the number of times the ad is to run. If the ad is to run multiple 
times, the copy of the ad may change from one issue to the next at the discretion of the advertiser. 
 
Ads may be either black and white or full color. 

 Full Page ½ Page ¼ Page 
1 Issues $20.00 $12.00 $10.00 
2 - 5 Per issue     $15.00  $10.00 $9.00 
10 Issues $120.00 $90.00 $80.00 

 
Agreement and Specifications: 
It is agreed that the above prices are for advertising space only. Advertiser’s copy and graphics are preferred in digital 
form, but other formats can be accommodated. Any unusual modifications required for the advertisement will result in 
an additional fee, which is not included in this agreement. 
 
All advertising copy is subject to acceptance by the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance 
Convention®, and advertisers agree to indemnify, hold harmless and defend at their expense, the National Executive 
Committee of the National Square Dance Convention®  its officers, employees, successors, an assigns from and against 
any claims or lawsuits for libel or slander, violation of rights., copyright violations or copy right infringements, or other 
suits predicated on the content of any advertisement. 
 
Ads are to be in Word Format or Camera-ready copy, layout, and payment in full must be received by the 15th of the 
month before the month in which the ad is to run.  Payment may be made using cash or check payable to the National 
Executive Committee. 
Send Contract, payment in full and copy to:  
Angie McClure,  
3917 Bloomfield Way SW, Gainesville GA 30504 
Phone: 678-956-0287   Email: louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 
If for any reason the advertiser’s ad does not appear as agreed, the advertiser’s total recovery is hereby agreed to be 
limited to the price paid for the ad. Agreed as to the terms set out above, subject to final approval of the copy. 
 
Advertiser’s Authorized Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Print Name: ___________________________________    Title: __________________________________ 
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United Square Dancers of America 
at the 75th NSDC 

ALL dancers are welcome at USDA-sponsored activities. 
 

USDA ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Wednesday, June 23 – 11:30 AM 

McLennan Hall – Waco Convention Center 
Share in our 45 years of accomplishments and learn about how  

USDA supports dancers and promotes dancing across the country. 
 
 

 
USDA-SPONSORED AFTER PARTY 

 
Friday, June 25 – 10:00 PM 

Live Band Hall 
SQUARE DANCE AFTER PARTY with the  

Ghost Riders Live Band 
Celebrate our 45th Anniversary! 

 
 

 

USDA-SPONSORED EDUCATION SESSIONS 
Hilton Hotel – Guadalupe Room 

 
Thursday, June 24 

2:15 PM: Leadership Toolkit: USDA Resources for  
Club and Organization Leaders 

Scott & Sandy Ebright, USDA President 
 

Friday, June 25 
10:15 AM: USDA 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Group Exemption Program 

Jim Maczko & Pat Inglis, Program Administrators, and Jim Taylor, USDA Treasurer 
1:30 PM: Who’s Insured at Your Dances? 
Elizabeth Sanders, USDA Insurance Director 

 
 

 
 

Please stop by the USDA table at the Showcase of Organizations to see our 
display and pick up some of our free Educational Publications. 
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