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NCOS TRAINING 
 
Are you working on a Future Convention?  Do you need training using the National Convention 
Operating Software (NCOS)?  Barry & Anita Johnson will be hosting NCOS Training in Waco 

TX.  Future Convention Team Members using the NCOS are strongly encouraged to attend. 
 

CONVENTION STAFF TRAINING 
Location: Marriott Hotel 1st Floor Meeting Room B on Wednesday and 1st Floor Meeting 
Room A on Thursday and Friday 
Please check below the sessions you plan to attend. 
Wednesday, June 24th, 2026  
_____  2:00 pm Mobile App Overview (1.5 hrs) 
 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 (Each session is 1 ½ hours) 
_____  8:30 am Intro to NCOS – setup procedure, global assignments, password, etc. 
   9:30 am Instructor Break (15 mins) 
_____  9:45 am Mobile App Overview (1.5 hrs) 

11:15 am Lunch Break 
_____  1:00 pm Program, Round Dance (1.5 hrs) 
   2:30 am Instructor Break (15 mins) 
_____  2:45 pm Program, Square Dance, Contra, Lines (1.5 hrs) 
 
Friday, June 26, 2026 (Each session is 1 ½ hours) 
_____  8:30 am Pre-Convention Module (1.5 hrs) 

10:00 am Instructor Break (15 mins) 
_____  10:15 am Services (1.5 hrs) 

11:45 am Lunch Break 
_____  1:00 pm Education 9 (1.5 hrs) 
   2:30 pm Instructor Break (15 mins) 
_____  2:45 pm Registration & Housing (1.5 hrs) 
 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________  Email: ____________________________________ 
Convention / Committee: ______________________________________________________ 
Please email to louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com to reserve your spot.  We will email an advance electronic 
copy of the NCOS User Manual to bring to the Training Session with you.  We will not provide copies of the 
NCOS User Manual during the Training Sessions.  

mailto:louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com
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Warning! 
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Shuttle To and From Airports 
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Convention Hotels 
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Pet-Friendly Hotels 
Can my pet stay in my hotel during the convention? 
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See photos next page 

Camping/RV 
 

 

It’s time to finalize your camping 
reservations! We have negotiated discounted 
rates with two Waco-area campgrounds. You 
will need to make a reservation directly with 
the campground of choice, request the 
“Square Dance Convention” discount and 
pay directly to the campground. 

These are the campgrounds 
offering the Square Dance Discount: 

Waco Creekside Resort: 15% Square Dance 
discount. The campground is about 11 miles 
from the Waco Convention Center. 
Campsites, cabins and tree houses. 

1972 Leroy Parkway 
Elm Mott, TX 76640 
(254) 651-3999 
 wacocreeksideresort.com 

Magnolia RV Resort offers you 10% off 
your stay. There’s a pool in addition to a 
complimentary breakfast on Saturdays and 
Sundays. The campground is about 8 miles 
from the Waco Convention Center. 
3096 New Dallas Hwy. 
Waco, TX 76705 / (254) 799-3105 
 magnoliarvresort.com 

 

Please note that camping fees will not be collected through the Hotel 
Booking Portal, but only by contacting the campground directly. 

https://wacocreeksideresort.com/
https://magnoliarvresort.com/
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Camping/RV 
Magnolia RV Resort is offering 
convention-goers a 10 percent 
discount. 42 full-service sites. Pull 
-through sites only. Magnolia RV 
Resort is pet-friendly, has a 
swimming pool and also has a 
pancake breakfast on weekends. 
More details on previous page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waco Creekside Resort is 
offering convention-goers 
a 15 percent discount. The 
park has 50 RV sites with 
full hookups. There are 
also treehouses (right) 
and cabins. Pet-friendly. 
Please see previous page 
for details. 
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Waco Offers Lots to Do 
 
Come to Waco, 
Texas for the 75th  
National Square 
Dance Convention® 
(NSDC) on  
June 24-27, 2026, in 
the beautiful 
Waco Convention 
Center!  
The 2026 convention 
is the NSDC’s Diamond Jubilee, so help us 
celebrate 75 years of square dancing! Besides 
squares, enjoy rounds, contra, lines, clogging and 
exhibition groups. We’ll keep the fun going with an 
outrageous fashion show and nightly After Parties. 
Shop for new dance attire, 75th memorabilia, and 
assorted other items in our vendor area. Take 
advantage of the many workshops and educational 
opportunities while at the 75th NSDC! We’ll see 
you there! 
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Ghost Riders Band 

You will be square dancing in the evenings 
to the Ghost Riders. The well-known 

square dance band will back up the square 
dance callers both musically and vocally! 

75th National Square Dance Convention®
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Benefit Dance April 18 
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Your First National Convention? 
 

 

Welcome to the wonderful world of the 
75th National Square Dance 
Convention® in Waco, Texas June 24- 
27, 2026. This guide is designed to 
help you, a new square dancer, 
navigate your first convention and 
make it an unforgettable experience. 
Get ready for a whirlwind of do-si-dos, 
promenades, and making new friends! 
Go ahead and ask someone to dance: 
Looking for “Ask Me to Dance” 
ribbons and dancing with someone 
new is a fun way to get to know them 
better. 

Attend social events: Mixers, After 
Parties and themed dances offer 
excellent opportunities to mingle. 
Go out to eat: Get your new friends 
and explore the local restaurants. 
Take a Tour: Check the 
75nsdctx.com website for the latest 
tours. Reserve your tour early. 
Expand Your Horizons: Conventions 
offer a wide variety of events to suit all 
interests and skill levels, so jump in! 

Continued on next page 
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First National 
Convention? 

Plus-Level intro sessions: If 
you’re comfortable with Basic 
and Mainstream calls, try a Plus- 
level intro to learn more 
challenging moves. 

Line dancing intro sessions: 
Explore the world of line 
dancing, which often goes along 
with square dances. 

Round dancing is another dance 
that often appears at square 
dances. Learn the basics of round 
dancing, which is a 
choreographed partner dance. 
Grab your partner and attend the 
Intro to Round Dancing. 
Our convention will have special 
events like the Sights and Sounds 
of Texas and the Wednesday 
performance and early BBQ 
dinner with The Malpass 
Brothers. Don’t be afraid to step 
outside of your comfort zone and 
try something new! 
After the Convention 
Stay in Touch: Exchange contact 
information with friends you 
made at the convention. 

More next month! 

 

 

Karen Nace, Melody Purnell and Tina Kelly 
of Houston Area Camping Squares 

 

Show Off 
Your Club Outfit! 

Many clubs have matching or coordinating 
outfits. We’d like to feature those in 

upcoming e-Magazines. 

If you would like to contribute a photo, please 
send it to karennace@gmail.com. 

In your email, please identify the people and 
the club. Check with the people to make sure 

they don’t mind being in our publication. 
Your deadline is March 1. 

Your picture should feature two to three 
people. Rarely can we run huge horizontal 

group shots because the magazine’s 
format will not allow it. 

mailto:karennace@gmail.com
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Texas Sports Hall of Fame 
 

Meet the Legends! 
The Texas Sports Hall of Fame is located in 
Waco, Texas. Its mission is to preserve and 
honor the achievements of athletes, coaches, 
and sports figures who have strong ties to 
Texas. 
The museum includes several major exhibits 
areas: 
The Texas Sports Hall of Fame Gallery 
highlights inductees from a wide range of 
sports. 
 
The Southwest Conference Gallery houses 
the largest collection of Southwest 
Conference memorabilia in existence. 
 
The Texas High School Football Hall of 
Fame occupies its own wing and recognizes 
outstanding players, coaches, and teams from 
across the state. 

The Health, Fitness, and Education Center 
has interactive displays designed for students 
and youth groups. Additional exhibits honor 
Texas sports broadcasters and journalists. 
Many well‑known athletes have been 
inducted into the hall, including Nolan Ryan, 
Earl Campbell, Sheryl Swoopes, Tom Landry, 
and Clyde Drexler. 
——————————–———————- 

 
For information: 

www.tshof.org 
(254) 756-1633 

1108 University Park Dr. 
Waco, TX 76705 

http://www.tshof.org/
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Talk Like a Texan 
Each picture depicts a Texas saying. 
See if you can decipher the saying. 
We’re giving you the first answer: 

a. As tight as the rusted lug nuts on a 
‘55 Ford. 
Now it’s your turn: 

2.    
3. _  _ 
4. _  _ 
5.    
6. _  _ 
7. _  _ 
8. _  _ 
9. _  _ 

 

Answers on page 37 

2 

5 

 1  

3 
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Talk Like a Texan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’re really going to talk 
like a Texan, you must 

be wearing cowboy boots 
and a Western hat. 

 
 

Feature by Wanda Kruse 
 
 
 

Answers on page 37 

6 

 7  

8 

9 
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Fun Youth Activities 
 

As we gear up for the 75th National Square Dance Convention®, we want to extend a warm 
welcome to all the families joining us in celebrating this milestone event! While we will not 
have a dedicated youth room this year, we want to assure you that there will be plenty of 
fun, engaging and age-appropriate activities planned specifically for our teenage dancers. 

Our goal is to make this convention a memorable experience for dancers of all ages. Here's a 
glimpse of what the youth can look forward to: 

• Youth-focused dance sessions 

• Workshops and skill-building 

• Games and icebreakers 

• Youth parade and performances 

• Mentorship and community 

By bringing your youth to the convention, you’re giving them the chance to build lifelong 
friendships, gain confidence and leadership skills, and be part of a vibrant, intergenerational 
tradition. We’re committed to making this a safe, joyful and enriching experience for all our 
young dancers. 

If you would like more details about youth programming, feel free to reach out to our Youth 
Coordinator, Kati Raleigh, at yodelergirl@yahoo.com. We can’t wait to see you on the dance 
floor! 

mailto:yodelergirl@yahoo.com
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Just Joking Around 
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Go Fund Me for Ghost Riders 
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Registration Long Form 
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Registration Long Form 
 



23  

Fly Through the Convention Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here: Fly-Through Tour of 
the venue for the 75th National 

Square Dance Convention® 

https://75nsdctx.com/waco-convention-center-fly-through-tour/
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Live Music in Contra Halls 
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Malpass Brothers Concert 
 

  
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 Malpass Brothers concert. 

You’re in for a treat! 
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Word Search 
 

Answers on page 31 
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Is Graduation in Your Future? 
The Leadership 
Certification Program is 
designed to help dancers 
become better leaders. 
The program enriches a 
dancer’s knowledge of 
relevant issues facing 
our pastime, provides 
information and 
materials to assist in 
promoting an interest in 
dancing and suggests 
ideas and strategies to 
help deal with local club 
challenges. 

 
Requirements for LCP 
Certification 
• MANDATORY 

SESSION 
(Keynote address) 

• FOUR CORE 
SESSIONS 

• TWO ELECTIVE 
SESSIONS 

 
Upon completion, you 
will receive: 
• An LCP Graduate dangle with a rhinestone in the eye of the armadillo 

• A graduation certificate in a beautiful certificate holder 

• Admiration of other dancers for the knowledge and leadership abilities you now have 

 
Upon partial completion, you will receive: 
• An LCP Attendee dangle that signifies you are in the process of completing LCP 

 

Remember, the more classes you take, the more diamonds of knowledge you hold. 
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Celebrating our Vendors 
As we prepare to gather in Waco, 

Texas, for the 75th National Square 
Dance Convention® from June 24–27, 
2026, there’s a special group of people 
we want to shine a spotlight on—our in- 
credible vendors. 

These dedicated individuals and 
businesses are more than just 
merchants. They are the heartbeat of the 
convention experience, bringing color, 
creativity, and craftsmanship to every 
participant. From dazzling dancewear 
and handcrafted accessories to 
innovative tools and treasured keepsakes, 
each vendor brings something unique 
that enhances our shared love of square 
dancing. 

Their booths are places of 
discovery—where you can find the 
perfect twirl-worthy skirt, a new pair of 
boots that feel just right, or a 
conversation that turns into a lifelong 
connection. Many of these vendors travel 
great distances, invest countless hours, 
and pour their passion into every product 
and interaction. 

They help preserve the traditions 
we cherish while also introducing fresh 
ideas that keep our community vibrant 
and growing. 

We invite you to take a moment to 

 
get to know them. Please visit 
 https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/ to watch 
short videos showcasing each vendor’s 
specialties. You’ll hear their stories, see 
their work, and understand why they’re 
such an essential part of this historic 
celebration. 

Let’s show our appreciation by 
supporting them, sharing their stories, 
and stopping by their booths in Waco. 
Because without our vendors, the 
convention wouldn’t be the same. 

If you know a vendor who might 
like to be part of the Waco convention, 

please refer them to Bruce and 
Wanda Carter at wcdrip@gmail.com. 

https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/
mailto:wcdrip@gmail.com
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Getting to Waco 
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Sew Mastectomy Aprons 
 

Would you like a charm, dangles and a 
charm bracelet from Sew and Save at the 75th 
NSDC in Waco? If so, participate in the 
Mastectomy Apron Community Project! Just 
complete one apron and you will receive a 
charm. Individuals completing five aprons 
will get a red dangle plus the one-apron 
charm. Those completing 10 aprons will be 
given a blue dangle in addition to the charm 
and red dangle. If you make more than 10 
aprons, you will receive a charm bracelet 
along with the charm and two dangles. To 
facilitate getting a lot of aprons made, the 
fabric will be precut so all you have to do is 
sew! 

There will be multiple sewing machines 
set up in the Sew and Save workroom for 
anyone who would like to participate in this 
worthwhile project. Just check in at the Sew 
and Save front desk and tell them you want to 
help with the Mastectomy Apron Community 
Project, and someone will show you what to 
do. 

The Mastectomy Apron project was 
started at the 72nd National Square Dance 
Convention® in Mobile, AL. These “aprons” 
carry the bag that surgical tubes drain into 
following a mastectomy. All aprons created in 
Waco will be donated to the Pretty in Pink 
Foundation, which ensures that quality 
lifesaving medical treatment is available to 
breast cancer patients. 
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Word Search Answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Word Search on page 26 
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Great Waco Restaurants 
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Need Information? 
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Fashion Show 
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Convention Registration 
Through the Years 

 

 
End of month 

2021 
Jackson 

MS 

2022 
Evansville 

IL 

2023 
Mobile 

AL 

2024 
Milwaukee 

WI 

2025 
Shreveport 

LA 

2026 
Waco 

TX 

June 1,130 821 1,285 1,328 1,170 1,819 

July 1,140 903 1,315 1,373 1,251 1,934 

August 1,177 971 1,417 1,473 1,330 2,050 

September 1,191 1,040 1,463 1,543 1,367 2,110 

October 1,219 1,100 1,535 1,594 1,434 2,173 

November 1,221 1,159 1,584 1,638 1,496 2,221 

December 1,243 1,232 1,632 1,698 1,568 2,319 

January 1,306 1,350 1,700 1,807 1,686 2,430 

February 1,320 1,453 1,801 1,932 1,795  

March 1,497 1,579 1,902 2031 1,913  

April 1,680 1,771 1,999 2,228 2,013  

May 1,792 1,893 2,075 2,365 2,018  

Final Total 1,835 2,034 2,312 2,564 2,201  

 

Future National Square Dance Conventions 

Convention Location Date 

75th NSDC Waco, TX June 24-27, 2026 
76th NSDC Loveland, CO June 23-26, 2027 
77th NSDC Daytona Beach, FL June 28-July 1, 2028 
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State Registrations 
Who’s coming to Waco, as of Jan. 31, 2026 

Alaska 0 

Alabama 82 

Arkansas 53 

Arizona 26 

California 119 

Colorado 70 

Connecticut 1 

Delaware 2 

Florida 85 

Georgia 86 

Hawaii 4 

Iowa 23 

Idaho 5 

Illinois 40 

Indiana 31 

Kansas 35 

Kentucky 43 

Louisiana 39 

Massachusetts 10 

Maryland 34 

Maine 8 

Michigan 23 

Minnesota 50 

Missouri 62 

Mississippi 25 

Montana 3 

North Carolina 21 

North Dakota 6 

Nebraska 7 

New Hampshire 5 

New Jersey 17 

New Mexico 18 

Nevada 4 

New York 11 

Ohio 95 

Oklahoma 82 

Oregon 11 

Pennsylvania 33 

Rhode Island 0 

South Carolina 26 

South Dakota 11 

Tennessee 62 

Texas 894 

Utah 11 

Virginia 23 

Vermont 1 

Washington 22 

Wisconsin 30 

West Virginia 4 

Wyoming 0 
 
 
 

International 
Registrations 

Australia 6 
Belize 2 
Canada 11 
Germany 23 
Japan 10 
Netherlands 4 
Switzerland 2 
Taiwan 19 
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Talk Like a Texan Answers 
From activity on pages 16-17 

1. As tight as the rusted lug nuts on a ‘55 Ford 
2. That floats my boat. 
3. The porch light is always on. 
4. He’s in a sod-pawin’, horn-tossin’ mood. 
5. Like putting socks on a rooster 
6. She’s got some snap in her garters. 
7. As welcome as an outhouse breeze. 
8. If you lie down with dogs, you get up with 
fleas. 
9. Nervous as a long-tailed cat in a room full of 
rockers. 

 
 
 

Top 6 States in Registrations 
Texas 894 / California 119 

Ohio 95 / Florida 85 
Georgia 86 / Alabama 82 
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FEB E-MAG.pub 

You’ll want to stop by the NEC Archive Room, which will 
feature 74 national convention name tags arranged across 
three display cases. 
 
These items, along with the cases, were donated by square 
dancers Jack and Peggy Smith and Marvin Fishman, all of 
whose contributions highlight the history and spirit of square 
dancing. 

Marvin Fishman, a longtime attendee of national conventions, 
is expected to join the upcoming convention in Waco this 
June. 

Marvin Fishman 

Convention Badges 
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Get your Belt Buckle! 
 
 
 
 

We have all kinds of Waco 
convention merchandise: 
• T-shirts 
• Belt towels 
• Texas-themed items 
• Commemorative belt buckle 

(below) 
• Stuffed mascots, as held at left 

by Gary and Claudia Lester, 
our General Chairman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commemorative belt buckle 
By special order: Call Gary Lester 281-857-3177 
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Bio: Billy and Romana Grimsley 
Assistant General Chairman 

Ramona started square dancing in 1976 in 
Austin, TX with the Whirly Birds, as most of 
the couples were stationed at Bergstrom Air 
Force Base. Their caller was Joe Brown. She 
danced with them until 1978, when the club 
was forced to move due to the YWCA closing 
and the club merging with the Shirts N Skirts 
in Georgetown, TX. 
Because of the distance from Austin and 
finding out she was going to have a baby boy 
with two more baby boys following, she took a 
parenting break and started back in 2000 with 
the Waterloo Squares in South Austin after a 
divorce. Ramona and Billy met at square 
dancing and married in 2024. Both of them are 
very enthusiastic dancers, enjoy entertaining 
folks in their square, and above all want to 
preserve square dancing in the USA! 
Billy started square dancing at the age of 14 in 
a church group and recruited his friends from 
school as well as his family in the Seguin area. 
Soon his group began driving to surrounding 
towns like San Antonio, Gonzalez, Shertz and Marble Falls. In 2011, Billy decided to 
learn how to call and took his first caller school weekend in California. It was like 
lightning struck his heart, and he continued to practice on his own. At his first national 
convention in Arkansas, Billy attended a GSI Callers School. As of 2017, he held various 
positions in his club called the Wheel and Deals and is currently president. Billy and 
Ramona served as presidents of Austin Square and Round Dance Association and were 
asked to serve as Assistant General Chairman of the 75th NSDC by Claudia and Gary 
Lester. Their pre-requisite for this position is the ability to instill “jubilee” into the thousands 
of dancers who will be joining us at the 75th NSDC Diamond Jubilee. 



42  

Bio: Ken and Dawn Hengst 
Ceremonies Coordinator 

Ken and Dawn Hengst began their square dance 
journey in 2016 when some friends invited them to Fun 
Night at the Hey Lollies in Houston. Dawn knew that very 
first night that they would take the lessons – she was a little 
more enthusiastic than Ken at the beginning. But as they 
began dancing, Ken also became a very dedicated member 
of the activity. Ken and Dawn consider their friends’ 
invitation as a wonderful gift that has allowed them to meet 
and befriend countless fabulous people. 

Ken and Dawn truly embrace the social aspect of 
square dance. They belong to the Hey Lollies, Texas 
Renegades and Tim’s Gems. They love to visit each club in 
the Houston area, dance whenever they travel and really 
enjoy dance weekends around the country along with state 
and national conventions. 

They have also become active in the leadership of 
square dance. Ken and Dawn have served as Secretaries and 
Class Coordinators for the Hey Lollies. They recently 
completed their term as Presidents of the Houston Square 
and Round Dance Council, where they previously held the 
offices of First and Second Vice Presidents. They have served as Historians for the Texas State 
Federation of Square and Round Dancers, and they are some of the founders and current 
leadership team for the Texas Renegades. They are also members of Caller Lab. 

As Ceremonies Coordinators for the 75th National Square Dance Convention® Ken and 
Dawn want to bring a fun, exciting atmosphere to the Opening and Closing Ceremonies. They 
invite you to attend the ceremonies to see what they have in store for you. 

When they are not doing something related to square dance, Ken and Dawn enjoy 
spending time with their daughter and son-in-law and especially with their two grandchildren. 
They also love to travel and are likely to show up anywhere in the US for a dance! They are 
both retired from their professional careers. 
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Free School for Callers 
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Tours 
 

 
 

See pages 6-7 if you’re looking for 
a hotel. For your convenience and 
savings, we have negotiated special 
square dance convention rates with 
a number of Waco hotels. There are 
even pet-friendly options! 
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Tours 
 

 
 

See pages 8-9 if you’re 
planning to camp for 
the 75th National Square Dance 
Convention®. We have negotiated 
special square dance convention rates 
with two Waco-area RV parks! 
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What Are You Waiting For? 
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UPCOMING  
NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS® 

Each of the upcoming conventions has a Pre-Registration Form providing you an 
opportunity to express your support and interest in attending their future National 
Square Dance Convention®.  To pre-register, click the images below to access 
their Pre-Registration Form.  The forms can be downloaded, printed, saved, sent, 
and otherwise processed. 

Thank you for supporting ALL of the National Conventions! 

 

 
Where will we go in 2029 and beyond? 

Is your organization interested in submitting a Bid 
Package for the future National Square Dance 

Convention®? 
Please contact the  

National Executive Committee (NEC) Presidents: 
Louis & Angie McClure 

louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 678-956-0287 
 
 
 

 

Where will 
2029 NSDC 

be? 
 
Got any ideas 

let us know 

mailto:louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com
https://76nsdc.com/
https://77nsdcfl.com/
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MEET ROMEO and JULIET! 

 
 

 OFFICIAL MASCOTS OF THE 76TH NSDC CONVENTION IN  
LOVELAND, COLORADO 

 
Team Loveland chose the majestic and rugged Big Horn Sheep to represent our convention in 
2027. We named our mascots Romeo and Juliet because they found True Love in Loveland, 
Colorado  ------ 

AMERICA’S SWEETHEART CAPITAL! 
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Fun Facts 

 
 

 The Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep is Colorado's official animal and 
Colorado is home to the largest population of the species anywhere. 

Bighorns prefer steep, high mountainous terrain and are quick footed and 
agile like us Square Dancers ! 

                                           
Big Horn Sheep are a popular attraction for wildlife enthusiasts and 
tourists.  They are frequently spotted in Rocky Mountain National 
Park which is a short drive from Loveland. There is also a tour of the 
Park offered during the convention that you will not want to miss. You 
can sign up for this exhilarating tour on your convention registration 
form. 
 

 
 
At the convention, our Ways and Means committee will 
have adorable plush Big Horn Sheep stuffed animals for 
sale. They make wonderful gifts to take home and remind 
you of a wonderful square dance convention in the 
Colorado Rockies. 

  
 
 
“Mountain Royalty” bronze sculpture in Benson Sculpture Park 
in Loveland. One of many works of art displayed in this lovely 
outdoor park located near the convention center. 

          
 

Courtesy of Town of Loveland – Art in Public Places. 
“Mountain Royalty” John Marsico 
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Planning Tips for The 76TH NSDC 
1. Getting Registered 

• Don’t wait! Visit www.76nsdc.com now. You’ll get a registration number from 
the system. Keep your registration number handy; you’ll need it often. 

2. Booking Your Trip to Colorado 
• Denver International Airport (DEN) serves 27 carriers with nonstop service to 230 

destinations throughout the Americas, Europe, and Asia. 
• Frontier, Southwest, and United all have hubs at DEN. 
• Colorado is near the center of the US, so driving here is a viable option. 

3. Reserving Your Stay in Northern Colorado 
• 76 NSDC has contracted with 17+ quality hotels in Northern Colorado (12 mi. or 

less from the Convention Center). Prices range from $109 to $239 per night.  
• Links for booking hotels will be sent to all registrants starting in July 2026, 

prioritized in the order the long forms are received. Booking your hotel stay with 
this system is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! Rooms will be scarce at this time in 
2027. There’s a national horse show in town during our convention and a national 
high school girls’ softball tournament immediately following it. 

• 76 NSDC has vetted 6 campgrounds around the convention center. Prices, 
discounts, commute time, and other important factors vary greatly, so go to the 
website for important detailed information and links to register 
(www.76nsdc.com/accommodations/). Links for reserving campsites are 
available NOW. The best sites will go quickly, so snag your site soon! 

4. Motoring Up to Loveland 
• Reaching Northern Colorado by car (rental or personal) is HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDED! This is the West; you need your own “horse”      . 
• Airport Shuttles from DEN to FNL (Loveland/Ft. Collins airport) are Landline and 

Groome (see Transportation tab at www.76nsdc.com).  
5. Getting To and From the Convention Center 

• Primary modes of transportation in Loveland/Ft. Collins are Lyft, Uber, Ztrip 
(taxi), and City of Loveland Transit (very limited). 

• Convention-sponsored shuttle buses are possible; costs and schedules are not 
finalized at this time. 

6. Being At The Convention Center 
• Ample parking at or adjacent to the Convention Center will be available @ 

$15/day with unlimited in/out privileges. 
• Lunch and dinner buffets will be available at the Embassy Suites dining room on 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of the Convention. Tickets are available @ 
76nsdc.com/register/. 

 

 

The 76NSDC Registration, Housing, and Transportation Committee 
 

http://www.76nsdc.com/
http://www.76nsdc.com/accommodations/
http://www.76nsdc.com/
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National Squares E-Magazine Advertising Space Contract 

Advertiser: Date: 
Address: 

City: State: Zip: 
Phone: Fax: 

Email: 
 
I (We) offer to purchase from the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance 
Convention® advertising space in the National Squared E-Magazine for the advertisement of the above 
listed advertiser in accordance with the ad sizes indicated below and in accordance with the rates, terms and 
conditions listed. No alcoholic beverage advertisements will be accepted. 
Please indicate by circling the advertisement size and the number of times the ad is to run. If the ad is to run 
multiple times, the copy of the ad may change from one issue to the next at the discretion of the advertiser. 
 
Ads may be either black and white or full color. 

 Full Page ½ Page ¼ Page 
1 Issues $20.00 $12.00 $10.00 
2 - 5 Per issue     $15.00  $10.00 $9.00 
10 Issues $120.00 $90.00 $80.00 

 
Agreement and Specifications: 
It is agreed that the above prices are for advertising space only. Advertiser’s copy and graphics are preferred 
in digital form, but other formats can be accommodated. Any unusual modifications required for the 
advertisement will result in an additional fee, which is not included in this agreement. 
 
All advertising copy is subject to acceptance by the National Executive Committee of the National Square 
Dance Convention®, and advertisers agree to indemnify, hold harmless and defend at their expense, the 
National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance Convention®  its officers, employees, 
successors, an assigns from and against any claims or lawsuits for libel or slander, violation of rights., 
copyright violations or copy right infringements, or other suits predicated on the content of any 
advertisement. 
 
Ads are to be in Word Format or Camera-ready copy, layout, and payment in full must be received by the 
15th of the month before the month in which the ad is to run.  Payment may be made using cash or check 
payable to the National Executive Committee. 
Send Contract, payment in full and copy to:  
Angie McClure,  
3917 Bloomfield Way SW, Gainesville GA 30504 
Phone: 678-956-0287   Email: louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 
If for any reason the advertiser’s ad does not appear as agreed, the advertiser’s total recovery is hereby 
agreed to be limited to the price paid for the ad. Agreed as to the terms set out above, subject to final 
approval of the copy. 
 
Advertiser’s Authorized Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Print Name: ___________________________________    Title: __________________________________ 
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USDA Youth Dancing 
Grant Program 

 
  
USDA is pleased to offer a NEW opportunity for square dance clubs or organizations to receive 
financial assistance to support developing or growing their youth dancing activities. This is a 
newly funded GRANT program specifically directed to assist in the involvement, recruitment 
and fostering of youth growth within the square dance community. It is currently funded in the 
amount of $5,000 annually. 
 
A club or organization may apply for grant funds from $250 to $1,000 to supplement existing 
funds and/or cover funding shortfalls related to youth dance promotion and activities. Examples 
might include helping offset the costs for a group of youth taking lessons (assisting their 
families) or underwriting the costs for youth/families to attend a State or National Convention.  
 
The application process is simple: The club or organization completes a short application form 
accompanied by a one-page, typed, double-spaced letter outlining the:  
A. Need and usage of the Grant.  
B. How many youth will be impacted. 
C. What has the applying organization directed towards this request?  
D. Has the organization requested a previous Grant? If so, when, and was the previous 
grant approved? 
 
The application, along with additional information, are available at 
https://www.usda.org/Youth_Dancing/. Applications are reviewed and approved or denied 
within 30 days of receipt. Each application is evaluated by the USDA Youth Grant Committee 
based on its own merit and need. 
 
Here is a testimonial from our first grant recipient: 
 
Young at Heart Square & Line Dance Club is thrilled to acknowledge the United Square 
Dancers of America's remarkable support through their Youth Grant, empowering our family 
and youth group in Mountain City, Tennessee to nurture the next generation of dancers. This 
funding will unlock opportunities for our youth to attend 2-3 square dance conventions this 
year, fostering growth, connection, and a lifelong passion for dance. A sincere thank you to 
United Square Dancers of America (USDA) for believing in our mission. 
 

https://www.usda.org/Youth_Dancing/
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