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NEC Editor Comments 
 

Calling all volunteers – the Waco TX 
convention needs volunteers.  It takes a small 
army to host a National Convention.  Can you 
help for an hour, a few hours, maybe you can 
volunteer to take a position on the Convention 
Team?  Please contact Gary & Claudia Lester 
to volunteer.   
 

 
The 76th National Square Dance Convention® is planning 
for their Pre-Convention to be held January 9-10, 2026 in 
Loveland CO.  Are you registered for the 76th NSDC?  
The purpose of the Pre-Convention allows the convention 
to present their Convention plans to the National 
Executive Committee (NEC) and their counterparts from 
the other working Conventions.  The two (2) day meeting 
concludes with a Convention Kick Off Dance.  The 
Saturday Night Dance is free for those registered for the 

Convention; you must complete your registration long form prior to the dance.  More 
information about the 76th NSDC Pre-Convention will be included in the October E-
Magazine.  

  
Register today for the 76th NSDC at 76nsdc.com.  
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Square ‘Em Up 
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https://75nsdctx.com/register/ 

https://75nsdctx.com/register/
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Hotels 
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Pet-Friendly Hotels 
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We have negotiated 

Camping/RV 

discounted rates with two 
Waco-area campgrounds. 
You will need to make a 
reservation directly with the 
campground of choice, 
request the “Square Dance 
Convention” discount and 
pay directly to the 
campground. 
These are the campgrounds 
offering the Square Dance 
Discount: 
1) Waco Creekside Resort: 15% Square Dance discount. The 

campground is about 11 miles from the Waco Convention Center. 
There are 83 campsites. Cabins and tree houses are also available. 
1972 Leroy Parkway / Elm Mott, TX 76640 
(254) 651-3999 / https://wacocreeksideresort.com 

2) Magnolia RV Resort offers you 10% off your stay. Complimentary 
breakfast on Saturdays and Sundays. The campground is about 8 
miles from the Waco Convention Center. 
3096 New Dallas Hwy. / Waco, TX 76705 
(254) 799-3105 https://magnoliarvresort.com 

Please note that camping fees will not be collected through the Hotel 
Booking Portal. 

https://wacocreeksideresort.com/
https://magnoliarvresort.com/
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On the Lookout? 
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Malpass Brothers Concert 
 

Click here to buy tickets for the 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 Malpass Brothers concert. 

You’re in for a treat! 

https://75nsdctx.com/malpass-brothers-registration/
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Ghost Riders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will be dancing in the evenings 
to the Ghost Riders; the well-known 

square dance band which will 
back up the square dance callers! 

75th National Square Dance Convention® 
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Waco Convention Center 
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Get your Belt Buckle! 
Ways and Means 

 

Commemorative belt buckle 
By special order only: please see next page 
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Belt Buckle Order Form 
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Your First National Convention? 
Imagine entering the Waco Convention 
Center and stepping into one of the square 
dance halls. You’re greeted by a wave of 
laughter, twirling skirts and the gentle thump 
of leather-soled shoes finding rhythm on the 
polished floor. 

Everywhere you look, dancers of every age 
and background are converging, forming 
lines, arches and circles as the caller guides 
them through familiar patterns. In that 
moment, you realize this isn’t just about 
steps, it’s about shared joy, the warmth of 
community and the thrill of music bringing 
strangers into harmony. 
As the convention unfolds, you discover that 
every hall has its own character. You’ll find 
Mainstream, Plus, Advanced, Challenge, 
Youth, Rounds, Contra, Lines and Clogging. 
You realize that here, you can wander between 
levels, taste new styles, and if you wish, push 
your boundaries at your own pace. 

Between dances, you slip into a sewing 
demo, taking notes on how to add eye- 
catching trim to your next outfit. In the 
vendor hall, you take in the colorful array of 
dancewear, shoes, jewelry, quilts and many 
other offerings. In the Education rooms, 
you’ll find instruction on becoming a leader 
in the square dance community, among other 
things. 

The National Square Dance Convention® 
moves from city to city across the U.S. The 
last three conventions have been held in 

Mobile, AL, Milwaukee, WI, and 
Shreveport, LA. This year’s convention will 
be June 24-27, 2026 in Waco, TX. 

Be sure to buy a ticket to the Malpass Brothers 
concert, which will take place at 4:30 p.m.  At 
7 p.m. the opening ceremonies spectacular 
show begins, followed by the Trail End dances 
on Wednesday from 8 to 10 p.m.  Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday hours are 9 a.m. to 10 
p.m. So make sure to pack some comfortable 
shoes, and be ready for a lot of walking and, of 
course, dancing. 
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Dear Parents, 

Fun Youth Activities
As we gear up for the 75th National Square Dance 
Convention®, we want to extend a warm welcome to all 
the families joining us in celebrating this milestone 
event! While we will not have a dedicated youth room 
this year, we want to assure you that there will be plenty 
of fun, engaging, and age-appropriate activities 
planned specifically for our teen dancers. 

Our goal is to make this convention a memorable 
experience for dancers of all ages. Here's a glimpse of 
what your youth can look forward to: 

• Youth-focused dance sessions: Specially scheduled 
square and round dance sessions tailored for youth, with 
energetic callers and cuers who know how to keep the 
floor lively and fun. 

• Workshops and skill-building: Opportunities for 
youth to improve their dancing skills, learn new moves, 
and even try out calling in a supportive environment. 

• Games and ice breakers: Between dance sessions, 
we’ll have organized games and social activities to help 
youth connect, make friends and have fun. 

• Youth parade and performances: A chance for youth to shine! Whether it’s participating in a themed 
parade or showcasing their talents, there will be moments to celebrate their energy and creativity. 

• Mentorship and community: Older youth and young adult dancers will be on hand to help guide and 
support younger participants, creating a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere. 

Square dancing is more than just a fun activity—it’s a community. By bringing your youth to the convention, 
you’re giving them the chance to: 

• Build lifelong friendships 

• Gain confidence and leadership skills 

• Be part of a vibrant, intergenerational tradition 

We’re committed to making this a safe, joyful, and enriching experience for all our young dancers. So, pack 
those dancing shoes and get ready for an unforgettable time at the 75th National Square Dance Convention®! 

If you have any questions or would like more details about youth programming, feel free to reach out to our 
Youth Coordinator, Kati Raleigh, at yodelergirl@yahoo.com. We can’t wait to see you on the dance floor! 

mailto:yodelergirl@yahoo.com
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Fashion Show 
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Around the Town 
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Armie is Waiting For You 
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Sew and Save 
Mastectomy Apron Community Project 

 

Sew and Save will be continuing 
the Mastectomy Apron Community 
Project that was started at the 72nd 
National Square Dance Convention® 
in Mobile, AL. These “aprons” are 
worn by women who have just had a 
mastectomy to carry the bag into 
which their surgical tubes drain. 

This project was initially started 
because one of Alabama’s dancers was 
a breast cancer survivor and told Carol 
Varner, Sew and Save Vice Chairman 
for the 72nd NSDC, how useful and 
needed these aprons are. 

All aprons created in Waco will 
be donated to the Pretty in Pink 
Foundation, which ensures that quality 
lifesaving medical treatment is 
available to breast cancer patients. 

In order to get a lot of aprons 
made, the fabric will be precut so all 
you have to do is sew. Individuals 
completing five aprons will receive a 
“5 apron” dangle. If you make 10 or 
more aprons you will receive a 
different dangle AND a charm bracelet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on which you can put your dangle and 
other charms. The dangles will be 
unveiled in a future edition of the e- 
Magazine. 

There will be multiple sewing 
machines set up in the Sew and Save 
workroom for anyone who would like 
to participate in this worthwhile 
project. Just check in at the Sew and 
Save front desk and tell them you want 
to help with the Mastectomy Apron 
Community Project, and someone will 
show you what to do. 
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Fly Through Tour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click here: Fly-Through Tour of 
the venue for the 75th National 

Square Dance Convention® 

https://75nsdctx.com/waco-convention-center-fly-through-tour/
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Dance Leaders Need to Register 
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Celebrating our Vendors 
As we prepare to gather in 

Waco, Texas, for the 75th National 
Square Dance Convention® 
from June 24–27, 2026, there’s a 
special group of people we want to 
shine a spotlight on—our 
incredible vendors. 

These dedicated individuals 
and businesses are more than just 
merchants. They are the heartbeat of 
the convention experience, bringing 
color, creativity, and craftsmanship to 
every participant. From dazzling 
dancewear and handcrafted 
accessories to innovative tools and 
treasured keepsakes, each vendor 
brings something unique that 
enhances our shared love of square 
dancing. 

Their booths are places of 
discovery—where you can find the 
perfect twirl-worthy skirt, a new pair 
of boots that feel just right, or a 
conversation that turns into a lifelong 
connection. Many of these vendors 
travel great distances, invest 
countless hours, and pour their passion into 
every product and interaction. They help 
preserve the traditions we cherish while also 
introducing fresh ideas that keep our 
community vibrant and growing. 

We invite you to take a moment to get 
to know them. Visit https://75nsdctx.com/ 
vendors/ to watch short videos showcasing 
each vendor’s specialties. You’ll hear their 

stories, see their work, and understand why 
they’re such an essential part of this historic 
celebration. 

Let’s show our appreciation by 
supporting them, sharing their stories, and 
stopping by their booths in Waco. Because 
without our vendors, the convention wouldn’t 
be the same. 

If you know a vendor who might 
like to be part of the Waco convention, 

please refer them to Bruce and 
Wanda Carter at wcdrip@gmail.com. 

https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/
https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/
mailto:wcdrip@gmail.com


26 
 

Can You Help Out? 
Come be part of the 

Education team for the 75th National 
Square Dance Convention® in 
Waco, TX, and volunteer for any 
position that sounds interesting to 
you! As a volunteer for the 
Education Committee, you will: 

1. Receive a volunteer ribbon 
that will let everyone know you are 
volunteering at the convention. 

2. Receive a copy of the 
Education and dance schedules as 
soon as they are finalized (and 
before they are published). This 
will allow you to decide what times 
you are available to volunteer and 
allow you to sign up for your 
volunteer slots before the 
convention starts. 

3. Receive an individual volunteer 
orientation when you pick up your volunteer 
ribbon at the Education check-in desk. 

4. Receive a copy of your volunteer 
schedule (just like the presenters get) if you 
have signed up for your volunteer slots before 
convention starts. 

5. Receive a thank-you gift from the 
Education Committee. 

6. Receive recognition as a volunteer 
by having your photo on a volunteer 
appreciation wall near the Education check-in 
desk. Your name and/or picture may also be 
listed on Facebook, the National Squares 

e-Magazine or website as a member of the 
Education Committee’s Volunteer Team. 

7. Be able to start and finish the 
Leadership Certification Program by serving 
as a room host. 

8. Be included in Education Committee 
Zoom meetings if you are interested. 

 
Please contact Everett Kelly, 

Assistant Education Chairman, at 
ekelly1948@yahoo.com if you are interested 
in being a volunteer for the Education 
Committee. 

Please see next page for times you can 
volunteer, and a sign-up form! 

mailto:ekelly1948@yahoo.com
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Call for Volunteers 
The 75th National Square Dance Convention® Education Program 

needs you! Volunteers are an essential part of a successful education 
program. Take a break from dancing for an hour or two 

and consider helping out in one of these areas. 

• ROOM HOSTS: Education and Sewing Classes (Hilton 3 Rivers 
Ballroom and Brazos Rooms) 
Job Description: Introduce the presenter (from bio provided), count 

attendees, distribute and collect session evaluation forms, initial 
Leadership Certification Program participation forms. 

Time Commitment: One to two hours on Thursday or Friday between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m., or Saturday between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

• EDUCATION CHECK-IN DESK (Hall outside Brazos Rooms 
A&C in the Hilton) 
Job Description: Assist with duties such as passing out presenter and 

room host packets, printing and collating handouts, answering 
questions about schedules and room locations. 

Time Commitment: One to two hours on Thursday between 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Friday between 9:30 
a.m. and 5 p.m., or Saturday between 9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

• NEC ARCHIVES ROOM (Lone Star Room 105 in Convention Center) 
Job Description: Tally visitors, respond to questions about the displays (using provided FAQs). 
Time Commitment: One to two hours on Thursday or Friday between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. or 7 to 9 p.m.; or 

Saturday between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

• DATA ENTRY (Brazos Room B in the Hilton) 
Job Description: Enter data and statistics from Education Sessions into an Excel Spreadsheet (such as number 

of session attendees and results from session evaluation forms). 
Time Commitment: One to two hours on Thursday or Friday between noon and 5 p.m., or Saturday be- 

tween 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
 

We Want YOU! 

YES, I would love to help with the 75th NSDC Education Program! 

Name  

E-mail  

Cell Phone  

Check the circle next to each area in which you would be willing to volunteer. 

Time(s) available: Thursday morning Thursday afternoon Thursday evening 

Friday morning Friday afternoon Friday evening Saturday morning Saturday afternoon 

Return this form to Everett Kelly, Assistant Education Chairman 
E-mail to ekellly1948@yahoo.com 

mailto:ekellly1948@yahoo.com
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Getting to Waco 
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New Education Categories 
This year the Education 

Committee has placed each 
education seminar/class into one 
of four categories. We hope this 
makes classes easier to find and 
that it increases the visibility of 
all our education classes. 

Caller Classes are 
normally classes for dancers who 
have an interest in calling or are 
beginning callers, although 
anyone can take these classes. 
This year members of 
CALLERLAB will teach eight 
classes. There may be another 
class or two presented by callers 
on a topic for both club leaders 
and up and coming callers. All 
these classes are considered 
electives for those participating 
in the Leadership Certification Program. 

Leadership Classes are for dancers 
who are or will become club/association 
officers or for anyone interested in any of the 
topics that fall under this heading. Examples 
include How to be an Insurance Coordinator, 
The ABCs of Hosting a National Square 
Dance, Toolkit for Club Leaders, USDA 
501c3 Program, Emergency Plans at a Dance, 
and many more. Some of these are Core 
Classes and some are Electives within the 
Leadership Certification Program. 

Social Media/Publicity Classes 
discuss ways to promote square dancing. 
Changes are being made to many of the 

classes that were offered in Shreveport, so 
they more specifically meet the needs of the 
participants. We are also adding some new 
classes, with both core and elective classes. 

Potpourri of Classes will be a mix of 
unusual classes that don’t fit in any of the 
other groups but will be of great interest to 
participants. Several are new and the ones 
that haven’t been taught for a while. 

Right now, the classes for the 75th 
NSDC are being finalized. Presenters are 
being contacted, and class content is being 
negotiated. Stay tuned to future editions of 
the e-Magazine to find out what classes will 
be offered in each group. 
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Word Search 
 

Answer on page 36 
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Visit the Cattle Sculptures 
Nestled in Indian Spring 

Park beside the iconic Waco 
Suspension Bridge, the 
Branding the Brazos sculpture 
installation brings the spirit of 
the Chisholm Trail to life. 
Created by renowned Texas 
sculptor Robert Summers, this 
dramatic bronze tableau 
features three trail riders on 
horseback leading 25 longhorn 
cattle in full stride—evoking 
the energy and grit of 19th- 
century cattle drives. 

From the 1860s to 1880s, 
millions of cattle were herded 
along the Chisholm Trail from 
Texas to Kansas railheads. 
Waco served as a key crossing 
point, where drivers once paid 
a toll of five cents per head to 
cross the bridge. Summers’ 
sculptures honor that legacy, 
capturing a moment frozen in 
motion as if the herd were still 
making its way across the 
Brazos River. 

Completed in 2014 after 
eight years of artistic 
dedication, the installation now 
stands as one of the largest 
bronze sculpture projects in 
Texas. It’s more than public 
art—it’s a living story etched in 
metal, celebrating Waco’s role 
in shaping the cattle industry 
and the American West. 
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Organizational Roundtable 
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Sew and Save 
Make Your Boots Happy with Boot Noodles 

As you prepare to come to Waco for 
the 75th NSDC, remember that your 
cowboy boots want to come too. They 
have heard that there will be a special 
Make and Take class in the Sew and Save 
classroom that will teach you how to 
make Boot Noodles to keep your boots 
standing tall for years to come. No boot 
wants to be thrown into a closet to have its 
shaft fold over on itself and cause an 
unsightly crease in the leather. 

In the 55-minute Boot Noodle 
workshop, participants will be given all 
the supplies and instructions to complete a 
pair of Boot Noodles. 

What if you don’t have boots, you 
ask? You are in TEXAS, Y’ALL!  There are plenty of places in Waco to buy a pair of real 
Texas dance boots and we will even have a boot vendor at the convention! Be prepared to take 
your new boots home complete with your new handmade Boot Noodles. Your boots will thank 
you for it. 

So don’t let your boots collapse and be sad. Whether they are new or old, make your 
boots happy by attending this workshop and making a pair of Boot Noodles for your beloved 
dance boots. 

 
 

Why wear cowboy boots? 

Cowboy boots aren’t just fashion 
statements in square dancing—they’re 
functional icons. Here’s why they matter: 

Leather soles allow dancers to glide, 
pivot and spin smoothly on the floor without 
sticking or slipping. In addition, heels help with 
balance and rhythm, especially during intricate 
footwork. Cowboy boots reflect the Western 
heritage that square dancing celebrates. 

Some history: In dusty 1800s Texas, 
ranch hands traded stiff military boots for 
something better—pointed toes to slip into 
stirrups. A clever cobbler in Fort Worth stitched 
style into function, adding decorative stitching 
that told stories of cattle drives and frontier grit. 
By the 20th century, cowboy boots strutted into 
dance halls and rodeos, symbols of Texas 
pride. They became more than footwear—they 
became folklore. 
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Just Joking Around 
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Word Search Answers 
 

(from puzzle on page 30) 
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Convention Registration 
Through the Years 

 
 

End of month 
2021 

Jackson 
MS 

2022 
Evansville 

IL 

2023 
Mobile 

AL 

2024 
Milwaukee 

WI 

2025 
Shreveport 

LA 

2026 
Waco 

TX 

June 1,130 821 1,285 1,328 1,170 1,840 

July 1,140 903 1,315 1,373 1,251 1,955 

August 1,177 971 1,417 1,473 1,330 2,071 

September 1,191 1,040 1,463 1,543 1,367  

October 1,219 1,100 1,535 1,594 1,434  

 
November 1,221 1,159 1,584 1,638 1,496 

 

December 1,243 1,232 1,632 1,698 1,568  

January 1,306 1,350 1,700 1,807 1,686  

February 1,320 1,453 1,801 1,932 1,795  

March 1,497 1,579 1,902 2031 1,913  

April 1,680 1,771 1,999 2,228 2,013  

May 1,792 1,893 2,075 2,365 2,018  

Final Total 1,835 2,034 2,312 2,564 2,201  

Future National Square Dance Conventions 
 

Convention Location Date 

75th NSDC Waco, TX June 24-27, 2026 
76th NSDC Loveland, CO June 23-26, 2027 
77th NSDC Daytona Beach, FL June 28-July 1, 2028 
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State Registration 
Who’s coming to Waco as of Sept. 14, 2025 

 

Alabama 74 

Alaska 0 

Arkansas 47 

Arizona 18 

California 83 

Colorado 56 

Connecticut 0 

Delaware 2 

Florida 82 

Georgia 77 

Hawaii 4 

Idaho 2 

Illinois 29 

Indiana 29 

Iowa 23 

Kansas 31 

Kentucky 41 

Louisiana 36 

Maine 6 

Maryland 27 

Massachusetts 11 

Michigan 19 

Minnesota 32 

Mississippi 23 

Missouri 49 

Montana 3 

Nebraska 5 

Nevada 2 

New Hampshire 5 

New Jersey 13 

New Mexico 14 

New York 10 

North Carolina 19 

North Dakota 6 

Ohio 87 

Oklahoma 61 

Oregon 11 

Pennsylvania 22 

Rhode Island 0 

South Carolina 26 

South Dakota 11 

Tennessee 58 

Texas 808 

Utah 9 

Vermont 1 

Virginia 21 

Washington 19 

West Virginia 4 

Wisconsin 26 

Wyoming 0 
 
 
International 
Registrations 

Australia 2 

Belize 2 

Canada 9 

Germany 18 

Japan 4 

Netherlands 1 

Taiwan 16 
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Behind the Scenes 
 

 

We have a dedicated staff for 75th 
National Square Dance Convention® 
which will be June 24-27, 2026 in Waco! 

This month we’re featuring the Publicity 
Committee: 

Audrey Mansell 
Publicity Chairman (see bio, page 40) 

Sally Henderson 
Social Media Director 

Karen Nace 
National e-Squares Magazine Vice 
Chairman (see bio, page 41) 

Kaye Gregory 
Program Book Vice Chairman 

Philip and Melody Moorehouse 
Media Recognition Vice Chairman 

Wanda Kruse 
Media Development Director 



39 
 

Bio: Audrey Mansell 
Publicity Committee Chairman 

Audrey Mansell’s journey into square dancing began 
with a simple invitation from her cousin—an offer she 
thought would make for a fun pastime. That spark 
quickly grew into a full-fledged passion. She graduated 
from square dance lessons in 2017 under the guidance 
of Walt Helgesen’s Club, and she’s been deeply 
involved ever since. 

As a dedicated member of the Pioneers, Audrey has 
worn nearly every leadership hat—often more than 
once. Her roles have included class coordinator, caller 
coordinator, reporter, Facebook administrator, website 
manager, secretary, treasurer, vice president, and 
president. She currently continues to serve in several of 
these capacities, keeping the club vibrant and well- 
organized. 

Audrey’s influence extends beyond her local club. 
Since 2019, she has been an active contributor to the 
North Texas Square and Round Dance Association 
(NORTEX). She’s served as the editor of their monthly 
magazine, Promenade, since joining, and has held key 
leadership roles including secretary (2021–2022) and 
president (2022–2024). Today, she remains a vital part 
of NORTEX as a director, Facebook administrator, 
and Promenade editor. Her status as past president also 
places her on numerous committees and discussion 
panels, where her experience and insight are highly 
valued. 

Currently, Audrey is channeling her energy into the 75th National Square Dance Convention®. She plays 
a pivotal role on the publicity team and contributes to both the program book and the event website— 
helping shape one of the most anticipated gatherings in the square dance community. 

Outside of dancing, Audrey is a proud mother of three sons, grandmother to three girls, and great- 
grandmother to one very special little girl, Emma Louise, with whom she cherishes every moment. Her 
beloved husband, Guy Mansell, passed away in 2015, but his memory continues to inspire her. 

Professionally, Audrey works at TTI as an IT professional, supporting the Warehouse Control System. 
This critical system manages the procurement, sales, shipment, and invoicing of electronic components 
for high-profile clients like SpaceX and Lockheed Martin. 
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Bio: Karen Nace 
E-Squares Magazine Vice Chairman 

Karen Nace got into square dancing after she 
spotted a flyer at work announcing two free fun 
nights with the Lake Jackson Promenaders. She and 
husband Mark attended and were hooked the very 
first night. They graduated from square dance 
lessons in May 2005 under the tutelage of J.C. 
Flowers, and Karen has been deeply involved ever 
since. 

As a dedicated member of the Promenaders and 
Houston Area Camping Squares, Karen has been 
secretary, newsletter editor and advertising 
manager. 

Karen has put her skills and passions to work 
beyond the local level. She has served as Houston 
Hoedown program book editor and Texas Camping 
Squares newsletter editor, and her article about a 
greenie caller clinic appeared in Buddy Weaver’s 
American Square Dance Magazine. 

Currently, Karen is channeling her energy into the 
75th National Square Dance Convention®, for 
which she is National Squares e-Magazine vice 
chairman. As a long-time journalist, the e-Magazine is easily the most ambitious project she has 
ever undertaken, but she appreciates the vast amount of help from Publicity Chairman Audrey 
Mansell and members of the publicity team, Sally Henderson, Melody Moorehouse, Wanda Kruse 
and Kaye Gregory. In addition, the e-magazine could never occur without the help of many people 
from Team Waco. 

Outside of dancing, Karen is the mother of a son and daughter, and grandmother of eight. She and 
Mark have been married for 45 years. 

Karen has a journalism degree from the University of Missouri School of Journalism. As a 
newspaper and magazine writer and editor, she has written more than a thousand printed articles 
and columns. Many of these are also on the web. In addition, she has written, designed and 
produced many newsletters and other public relations-oriented publications. 
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Team Waco 
 

Just a portion of Team Waco, working together to bring you the 
75th National Square Dance Convention® 

 

Square Dance Etiquette 
Preparation and Arrival 
• Arrive on time so squares can form promptly when the music starts or at the caller’s request. 
• Never leave a tip early; if an emergency arises, inform your square and help find a replacement. 
• Maintain personal cleanliness: Shower, use deodorant, freshen your breath and avoid heavy garlic, onion or 

other strong-smelling foods before dancing. 
Attire and Presentation 
• Avoid excessive jewelry that could scratch or catch. 
• Always wear a name badge so new dancers and visitors can learn names quickly. 
• Wear comfortable, supportive shoes and attire appropriate for active dancing. 
• Clothing should be modest. 
• Men are encouraged to choose long-sleeve shirts if they tend to sweat. 
 
On-Floor Participation 
• When the square is announced, join the nearest square that needs dancers, raising your hand with as many 

fingers up as the number of dancers/ couples you need to fill a specific gap. 
• It’s considered poor form to bypass a waiting square in favor of another. 
• Sit out calls that are above your ability or lesson level unless you have an explicit invitation from the caller or 

square.



42 
 

Keynote Speaker 
Ted Lizotte—Manchester, New Hampshire 

Ted Lizzotte, or Keynote Speaker, learned to square dance in 1988 
and began calling that same year. He started teaching classes in 1990 
and has taught beginner classes every year since. 

In 1997, Ted was asked to be the club caller for Tech Squares of 
MIT and is still teaching their 12-week Crash Course. 

In 2017 Ted started his own music label and is the owner and 
producer of Throw Back Tunes and co-owns and produces TOTL 
Recordings with Tony Oxendine. 

Ted has been a member of CALLERLAB since 1991 and earned 
his Accredited Caller Coach designation in 2020. He has served on the CALLERLAB Board of 
Governors since 2018, was elected to the Executive Committee in 2021 and as of April 2023 
was CALLERLAB’s Chairman of the Board. 

Ted has been featured at numerous festivals and weekends both nationally and 
internationally and is well known for his smooth flowing choreography and music usage. He 
calls beginners through C1. 

 
 

 

The History Behind the Lone Star Flag 
 

The Lone Star is more than just 
a symbol—it’s the soul of 
Texas. 

Texas was nicknamed the Lone 
Star State to commemorate its 
fierce independence. After 
breaking away from Mexico in 
1836, Texas stood as its own 
republic for nearly a decade 
before joining the United 
States. 

Adopted in 1839 by the 
Republic of Texas, the Lone 

Star Flag became official when 
Texas joined the U.S. in 1845. 

The original designer is 
unknown, though Charles B. 
Stewart of Montgomery, TX is 
often credited with drawing the 
image used in the legislation. 
Before the Lone Star flag, six 
nationalities’ flags flew over 
Texas: Spain, France, Mexico, 
the Republic of Texas, the 
Confederate States, and the 
United States. Now that’s some 
history! 

 

 

What our flag’s 
colors mean 

Blue: Loyalty 
White: Purity 
Red: Bravery 

White star: Unity 
under God, state and country 
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Tours 
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Tours 
 

 

 

The historic Waco suspension 
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Our Nation’s 250th Birthday! 
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Parade Float Help Needed 
The 75th NSDC Education Committee has had multiple 

requests for a class on making parade floats and on parade 
participation. If your club or anyone in it is interested in 

sharing your knowledge with others, please contact 
Sally Schmidt at sbennettschmidt@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:sbennettschmidt@gmail.com
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UPCOMING  
NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS® 

Each of the upcoming conventions has a Pre-Registration Form providing 
you an opportunity to express your support and interest in attending their 
future National Square Dance Convention®.  To pre-register, click the 
images below to access their Pre-Registration Form.  The forms can be 
downloaded, printed, saved, sent, and otherwise processed. 

Thank you for supporting ALL of the National Conventions! 

 

 
Where will we go in 2029 and beyond? 

Is your organization interested in submitting a Bid Package 
for the future National Square Dance Convention®? 

Please contact the  
National Executive Committee (NEC) Presidents: 

Louis & Angie McClure 
louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 678-956-0287 

 
  

Where will 
2029 NSDC 

be? 
 
Got any ideas 

let us know 

mailto:louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com
https://76nsdc.com/
https://77nsdcfl.com/
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National Squares E-Magazine Advertising Space Contract 
Advertiser: Date: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: 
 
I (We) offer to purchase from the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance Convention® 
advertising space in the National Squared E-Magazine for the advertisement of the above listed advertiser in 
accordance with the ad sizes indicated below and in accordance with the rates, terms and conditions listed. No 
alcoholic beverage advertisements will be accepted. 
Please indicate by circling the advertisement size and the number of times the ad is to run. If the ad is to run 
multiple times, the copy of the ad may change from one issue to the next at the discretion of the advertiser. 
 
Ads may be either black and white or full color. 

 Full 
Page ½ Page ¼ Page 

1 Issues $20.00 $12.00 $10.00 
2 - 5 
Per 
issue 

    
$15.00  $10.00 $9.00 

10 
Issues $120.00 $90.00 $80.00 

 
Agreement and Specifications: 
It is agreed that the above prices are for advertising space only. Advertiser’s copy and graphics are preferred in 
digital form, but other formats can be accommodated. Any unusual modifications required for the advertisement 
will result in an additional fee, which is not included in this agreement. 
 
All advertising copy is subject to acceptance by the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance 
Convention®, and advertisers agree to indemnify, hold harmless and defend at their expense, the National 
Executive Committee of the National Square Dance Convention®  its officers, employees, successors, an assigns 
from and against any claims or lawsuits for libel or slander, violation of rights., copyright violations or copy right 
infringements, or other suits predicated on the content of any advertisement. 
 
Ads are to be in Word Format or Camera-ready copy, layout, and payment in full must be received by the 15th of 
the month before the month in which the ad is to run.  Payment may be made using cash or check payable to 
the National Executive Committee. 
 
Send Contract, payment in full and copy to: Angie McClure,  
 3917 Bloomfield Way SW, Gainesville GA 30504 
 Phone: 678-956-0287   Email: louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 
If for any reason the advertiser’s ad does not appear as agreed, the advertiser’s total recovery is hereby agreed 
to be limited to the price paid for the ad. Agreed as to the terms set out above, subject to final approval of the 
copy. 
 
Advertiser’s Authorized Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Print Name: ___________________________________    Title: __________________________________ 
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USDA MEMBERSHIP OFFERS MANY BENEFITS! 

 
Is your state, regional, or local square dance-related association interested in being part of 
the largest square dance organization in the country? Would you like to participate in 
decision making at the national level about the growth and development of our activity? 
Would you like to have access to an excellent dancer insurance program, a wide library of 
free educational materials, a youth scholarship program, and much more? Would your 
organization be interested in obtaining 501(c)(3) non-profit status?   

 
Membership in USDA is open to any organized nonprofit square 
dance groups or other groups representing square, round, contra, 
clogging, line or heritage dancers that will subscribe to the By-Laws, Rules and Policies of 
the United Square Dancers of America. There are two categories of membership in USDA: 
• Affiliate Membership: Statewide and regional square-dance related organizations may 

join USDA and represent dancers and clubs across a state or geographic region for an 
annual fee of $25 to $100. Affiliate membership in USDA offers many benefits including 
a voice in decision making about USDA programs and activities, eligibility for 
economical accident and group liability insurance, a scholarship program for youth 
involved in square dancing, access to educational and club leadership materials as well as 
the USDA News and monthly Beyond the Dance Floor webinars, and the option to apply 
for 501(c)(3) non-profit status under the USDA group exemption program.  

• Associate Membership: Local square-dance related associations or clubs that are 
members of a USDA Affiliate organization may apply for Associate Member status. 
Once accepted for Associate Membership, these groups are eligible to participate in all 
USDA programs and activities; however Associate Members do not hold voting rights at 
the Annual Meeting. Of particular interest to Associate Members might be the 
opportunity to apply for 501(c)(3) non-profit status under the group exemption program. 

For further information about USDA membership, go to 
http://www.usda.org/member.htm. 

   
     

http://www.usda.org/member.htm
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