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General Information of the National Executive Committee (NEC) 
The National Square Dance Convention® (NSDC) is 
an annual event occurring in late June. The 
convention location is moved each year from city to 
city, based on a bidding process. Bids are presented 
Friday morning at the annual convention and 
typically awarded for four years in the future. 
 
All members of the local convention committee are 
volunteers who donate their time, energy, and 
expertise to produce the “World’s Greatest Square 
Dance Event” each year.  Most of all, the convention 
provides fun and fellowship with dancers and Dance 
Leaders from around the world. Many of the world’s 
most elite Dance Leaders include the NSDC in their 
busy schedule each year. The convention is a one-of-
a-kind event that has been held annually since its 
inception in 1952. 
 
WHO IS THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE (NEC) 
In 1952, a square dance was held in Riverside, 
California. The Convention Committee called the 
event the National Square Dance Convention®. This 
event was a huge success, and plans were made to 
repeat the event in another part of the United States. 
The Convention Committee in charge of these first 
conventions met and agreed on plans and guidelines 
for hosting future annual conventions. Thus, the 
National Executive Committee (NEC) was formed 
with the responsibility of overseeing the planning 
and execution of the annual event. In 1962, the 
Convention Committee applied for and received a 
registered trademark for “National Square Dance 
Convention®” (NSDC). 
 
The NEC members are all General Chairman of past 
conventions. Being a Convention General Chairman 
is the only way to become a member of the NEC. The 
NEC meets at least twice a year, spending a week 
each time at Pre-Convention and Convention. Each 
Committee Member will spend on average several 
days per month and several weeks attending the Pre-
Convention and Convention events each year. The 

NEC is a volunteer position; no compensation is 
received for their services and dedication. NEC 
members are responsible for paying their own 
convention registration fees and travel expenses 
while attending the National Convention. 
 
The NEC carefully selects the future convention sites 
from among those meeting the requirements and 
submitting a bid. Criteria for selection are broad and 
based on dancer’s needs and desires. The Bidding 
City is responsible for submitting a proposal to the 
NEC 90-days prior to the start of the next NSDC. The 
winning bid is announced during the Closing 
Ceremony at the convention. 
 
The NEC publishes ten monthly National Squares E-
Magazines, August through May, which benefits the 
upcoming convention. This publication provides 
dancers and Dance Leaders from around the world 
with Convention information on the who, what, and 
where each month leading up to the Convention. 
 
Each NEC Member serves as a NEC Phase Advisor 
to a specific phase of the convention such as 
Education, Program, Registration & Housing, 
Services, etc. Each NEC Member is also assigned to 
a geographical area of the United States as the NEC 
Area Advisor. The NEC Area Advisor is responsible 
for providing informative responses to those making 
a bid inquiry from their assigned area. When a 
Bidding City is identified as a proposed upcoming 
convention location, the NEC Area Advisor then 
becomes the NEC Advisors to this bidding 
organization. The NEC Advisors will select other 
NEC Members (Couple/Solo) to assist with advising 
the organization. The NEC’s mission is to provide 
years of experience and assistance to upcoming 
conventions to help them be 
successful. The National Square 
Dance Convention® is the greatest 
square dance event.
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IN MEMORY OF ERNEST EUGENE STONE 
Ernest Eugene Stone, age 86, of Columbus, Indiana, passed away on 
Tuesday, August 12, 2025. He was born on January 6, 1939, in 
Columbus, Indiana to Lloyd Adam and Thelma Louise (Mace) 
Stone.  He graduated from Hope High School, Hope, Indiana in 
1956.  He married his high school sweetheart Barbara Rae Waltz on 
February 2, 1957, they were married 68 and a half years. He was a 60 
plus years member of the Hope Masonic Lodge #150 of Hope, 

Indiana.  He retired from Cummins Engine Company with 30 plus years employment and received 
an accounting degree from Indiana University and became a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) on 
May 7, 1986. After retiring from Cummins, he opened Ernie Stone Tax & Accounting Services with 
his daughter and ran that business until his passing.  

Ernie is survived by his wife, Barbara; children, Jan (Stone) Rynerson; granddaughter, Shelly 
Rynerson, great granddaughters Willow & Iris Rynerson and great grandson Fox Niederhauser; 
granddaughter Dusty (Skylar) Hammack, great granddaughters Amberlyn & Chloe Hammack; and 
Darryl (Colleen) Stone; grandson Adam (Laura) Stone, great grandchildren Luke & Lily Stone; and 
brother, Edward Leo Stone. 

Ernie was preceded in death by his parents; brothers, Larry Wayne Stone, David Lee Stone & Edwin 
Leroy Stone, granddaughter, Ashley Dawn Stone and son-in-law, Mike Rynerson. 

Ernie loved football, softball, basketball, golfing, camping, and modern western style square 
dancing.  He and Barbara, served as General Chairman of the 1986 35th National Square Dance 
Convention® in Indianapolis, Indiana with 27,192 square dancers in attendance, some dancers from 
as far away as thirteen (13) foreign countries. 

In July 1979, they went on a twenty-one (21) day trip to Russia and Poland with 157 square dancers 
most from Georgia.  They were able to square dance in Red Square. Can you imagine the excitement 
and the crowd this must have attracted? Barbara shared many fond memories of this trip with us 
during the funeral service.  The group had a wonderful trip.  
On August 2, 1987, they participated by square dancing in the opening ceremony of the Tenth (10th) 
Pan American Games at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Indianapolis, Indiana.  

Ernie & Barbara Stone have served on the National Executive Board (NEC) for 39 years providing 
guidance to many conventions.  They have also served on the Indiana State Convention staff for 
many years.  Ernie will be missed by the square dance world.  
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74th National Convention  
 

The 74th National Square Dance Convention® would like to thank each and 
every one of you that attended and/or supported our convention as we danced 
on the wild side in Shreveport, Louisiana! 
We kicked off the week with a full house at the GSI Callers School at Sam’s 
Town, followed by our first glimpse of the Shreveport Convention Center 
with the Trail End Dance Tuesday night hosted by Tony, Jack, Jet, and Ted. 
The Wednesday Night dinner and show with Dennis Swanberg kept everyone 

laughing with his unique humor. 
The Wednesday Night Kickoff Dance hosted by emcee Tony Oxendine and called by the 
attendees and coaches from the GSI Callers School with music provided by the Ghost Riders 
Band was a great way to kick off the convention! 
 
While in Louisiana, we wanted to add a little “Louisiana 
Lagniappe” or “something extra” for our attendees. Our Elvis 
Tribute Artist, “Jelvis,” made the rounds with the dancers and 
played Elvis tunes and “Q,” who played his violin during the 
Closing Ceremony, made it a little more special. I do believe the 
biggest surprise was the two buses we added at the last minute to help transport our dancers from 
the campground, Sam’s Town, Holiday Inn, and Holiday Inn Express hotels to the convention 
center. Shantle and Cindy, our drivers, were an instant hit and literally became part of our square 
dance family. 
 
I was extremely proud of our committees and approximately 80 committee members for all the 
work that was done prior to the dance to make sure everyone had a great experience while in 
Shreveport. We had 11 dance halls, 7 education rooms, 3 hospitality areas, registration, tours, 
information, first aid, business and ways and means that had to be organized, manned, and taken 
care of. I thought the team at the Shreveport Convention Center (SCC), headed up by our event 
coordinator, Katie Burke, was fabulous. The staff were friendly and helpful and bent over 
backward to make sure our dancers were taken care of. The SCC staff were over the top, from 
the people sweeping floors, to those working the walk-through metal detectors to the managers 
and coordinators who walked with us from the time the doors opened until we left every day. 
David Bradley with Visit Shreveport-Bossier City (tourism) and the City of Shreveport, 
welcomed us with open arms with unbelievable support from day one and helped us so much. 
 
Tonia and I were thankful for the opportunity to be General Chairman of the 74th NSDC and were 
flattered by the many comments we received both in person and what was shared on Facebook. 
The 74th NSDC is finished with all its great memories and fun we had. Now it’s time to plan and 
register for the 75th Diamond Jubilee in Waco, Texas, the 76th NSDC in beautiful Loveland, 
Colorado, and then we’re headed to the beach for the 77th NSDC in Daytona Beach, Florida. Who 
is going to step up for the 78th National Square Dance Convention®? 
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Registration 
 

P99TB56#y1

https://75nsdctx.com/register/ 

https://75nsdctx.com/register/
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Malpass Brothers Concert 
Coming to the stage at 
the Waco National 
Convention will be 
the Malpass Brothers, 
who are modern-day 
troubadours known 
for putting on a good 
show with their 
signature nature retro 
sound and lively 
personalities. 

As young boys, Chris 
and Taylor Malpass 
discovered their 
grandfather’s LP record 
collection. That treasure 
trove of country classics 
eventually launched the 
duo into touring with 
Merle Haggard, winning 
numerous top awards 
and putting them in the 
national spotlight with 
albums, Grand Ole Opry 
performances, and a 
popular TV show. 

 Click here to buy tickets for the 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 Malpass Brothers concert. 

You’re in for a treat! 

https://75nsdctx.com/malpass-brothers-registration/
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All Things Magnolia 
 
 

 

When you visit Waco for the 75th 
National Square Dance Convention® in June 
2026, you’ll be staying in the city that made 
Chip and Joanna Gaines famous through their 
Fixer Upper TV shows, or you could say that 
Chip and Joanna made Waco famous. 

Regardless, one of their fixer-uppers is 
the silos area occupying two city blocks in 
downtown Waco. Entry into the complex is 
free. Constantly growing, the area has 
something for everyone, including: 

♦ Magnolia Market 

♦ Magnolia Home 

♦ Magnolia Table 

♦ Silos Baking Company 

♦ Magnolia Seed + Supply 

♦ Magnolia Press Coffee Shop 

♦ Gourmet food trucks for lunch 

♦ Homebody - bath and body essentials 

♦ The Art of Entertaining - intended as the 
space to workshop and create your own 
layered table 

♦ No. Sixteen, Chip’s baseball jersey no. 

♦ The Flower Shop and Souvenir Shop 

♦ Weekend Shop 

♦ Shops at the Silos 

♦ Savor 
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 Hotels 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 
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SOLD OUT 

Pet-friendly hotels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLD OUT 



Camping/RV 
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We have negotiated discounted 
rates with two Waco-area 
campgrounds. You will need to 
make a reservation directly with 
the campground of choice, 
request the Square Dance 
Convention discount and pay 
directly to the campground. 

These are the campgrounds 
offering the Square Dance 
discount: 

1) Waco Creekside Resort: 15 percent Square Dance discount. The 
campground is about 11 miles from the Waco Convention Center. 
There are 83 campsites. Cabins and tree houses are also available. 
1972 Leroy Parkway / Elm Mott, TX 76640 
(254) 651-3999 / https://wacocreeksideresort.com 

2) Magnolia RV Resort offers you 10% off your stay. Complimentary 
breakfast Saturdays and Sundays. The campground is about 8 
miles from the Waco Convention Center. 3096 New Dallas Hwy. / 
Waco, TX 76705 
(254) 799-3105 https://magnoliarvresort.com 

Please note that camping fees will not be collected through the Hotel 
Booking Portal. 

https://wacocreeksideresort.com/
https://magnoliarvresort.com/


Sew and Save 
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Many of us prefer sewing 
our own dance clothes to 
save money or just tap into 
our own creativity. One way 
to do this is by putting 
embellishments to work. 

Our embellishment class will 
show how to dress up T- 
shirts and plain outfits by 
adding ruffles, ribbon, 
decorative ribbon, patches 
and sequins to make your 
clothing new or unique to 
you. 

Another class will show how 
to make an apron to wear 
over a plain skirt. This is a 
great way to create holiday 
outfits without taking up 
extra space in the closet. 
These aprons look like the 
kitchen variety that tie 
behind the waist, except they 
go over a square dance skirt. 

Also included in the apron 
category are short, full skirts 
that overlay the solid skirt. 

Another class will be basic 
repair of used square dance 
clothes - changing out 
elastic, replacing elastic in 
petticoats, as well as 
repairing holes and seams. 

 

 

We also plan to have classes on: 

♦ How to make a tablecloth skirt 

♦ How to yoke a non-yoke shirt 

♦ How to add bling to any surface 

♦ How to make a peasant blouse 

♦ Community project - mastectomy aprons. You will get a 
dangle for completing five and a dangle for 10 or more 
aprons made. 

♦ Our make and takes: Boot noodles and bolo ties 
 
 

Join us for lots of ways to snazz up your dance clothing. 



Waco’s ALICO Building 
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The ALICO Building is a towering icon in 
downtown Waco, Texas. Standing at 282 feet 
with 22 stories, it’s the tallest building in the 
city and a proud symbol of resilience and 
history. Here’s a quick snapshot: 

• Location: 425 Austin Ave., Waco, TX 
76701 

• It was completed in 1911 for the Amicable 
Life Insurance Co. It was the tallest building 
west of the Mississippi at the time. It is 
currently home to the American-Amicable 
Life Insurance Co. of Texas, with additional 
office spaces available for lease. 

• The Beaux-Arts architecture has a steel 
frame and terra cotta detailing. 

• It famously withstood the devastating 1953 
Waco tornado, swaying but never 
collapsing. 

• The foundation was dug 40 feet down to 
bedrock, where workers discovered a 
subterranean lake, which became the 
building’s own water source during a 
statewide drought. 

• A Wright Brothers-built biplane circled the 
building in 1911 during the first 
transcontinental flight across the U.S. 

• The building had its own power plant, 
artesian well and flood-control system. 
These were cutting-edge at the time. 

• The building stood as a test site for General 
Electric’s new A/C units. 

• The first building manager invented and 

patented an elevator signaling  device. 

• The building was designated a Texas 
Historical Landmark in 1982. 

 

 
 

• The building’s iconic red “ALICO” letters 
were added in 1955 and remain a beacon 
for visitors and locals alike. 

• The building served as a crisis center after 
the 1953 tornado, coordinating rescue 
efforts from its ground floor. 

• In the 1960s and ‘70s, the building played 
Christmas music from rooftop speakers for 
downtown Waco. 



 

13  

Fashion Show 
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Ghost Riders 

You will be dancing in the evenings 
to the Ghost Riders, the well-known 

square dance band, which will 
back up the square dance callers! 

75th National Square Dance Convention®
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Waco Convention   Center 
 

 

Things you’ll love 

about the Waco 
Convention Center, 
venue for the 75th 

National Square Dance 
Convention® 

♦ Close to area hotels, 
restaurants and attractions 

♦ Compact convention center – it’s 
quick and easy to move between halls 

♦ Two levels with elevators 
and escalators 

♦ Built-in water bottle filling 
stations in hallways 

♦ 900 free parking spaces 

♦ Dance flooring including bamboo 
wood, polished concrete, commercial 
vinyl, modular wood over carpet, and 
new modular plastic flooring over 
carpet 

♦ Concessions and vending food 

♦ Convenient restrooms 

♦ Good variety of vendors 

♦ Education sessions and archives 
in attached hotel meeting rooms for a 
conducive learning atmosphere 
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Goodies to buy 
Ways and Means 

 
 

We have all kinds of Waco 
convention merchandise: 

• T-shirts 

• Belt towels 

• Texas-themed items 

• Commemorative belt buckle 
(below) 

• Stuffed mascots, as held at left 
by Gary and Claudia Lester, 
our General Chairman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Commemorative belt buckle 
By special order: please see next page 
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Belt buckle order form 
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Your first national convention? 
 

 

What can you expect if this is your 
first national convention? First of all, you’ll 
encounter all kinds of people from all 
walks of life, with dancing the common 
denominator! 

The National Square Dance 
Convention® moves from city to city across 
the U.S. The last three conventions have 
been held in Mobile, AL, Milwaukee, 
WI, and Shreveport, LA. This year’s 
convention will be June 24-27, 2026 in 
Waco, TX. 

There will be plenty of halls for 
different levels and types of dances, such as 
Mainstream, Plus, Advanced, Challenge, 
and various levels of Round Dance, Contra, 
Line Dance, Clogging, youth activities, and 
specialty dances. 

Prior to the National Square Dance 
Convention® in Waco, there are Trail Thru 
dances being held across the United States 
leading to the convention, which starts at 
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 24, 2026 with a 
concert by the Malpass Brothers (be sure to 
buy your ticket!). At 7 p.m. the Opening 
Ceremonies spectacular show begins, 
followed by the Trail End dances from 8 to 
10 p.m. 

The convention opens at 9 a.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, ending at 
10 p.m. each night. Several special After- 
Parties each night extend the dancing for 
another hour. 

So make sure to pack some 
comfortable shoes, and be ready for a lot 
of walking and, of course, dancing. 



Exciting Youth Activities 
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Dear Parents, 

As we gear up for the 75th National Square Dance Convention®, we want 
to extend a warm welcome to all the families joining us in celebrating this 
milestone event! While we will not have a dedicated youth room this year, 
we want to assure you that there will be plenty of fun, engaging, and age- 
appropriate activities planned specifically for our youth dancers. 

Our goal is to make this convention a memorable experience for dancers of 
all ages. Here's a glimpse of what your youth can look forward to: 

• Youth-focused dance sessions: Specially scheduled square and round 
dance sessions tailored for youth, with energetic callers and cuers who 
know how to keep the floor lively and fun. 

• Workshops and skill-building: Opportunities for youth to improve 
their dancing skills, learn new moves, and even try out calling in a 
supportive environment. 

• Games and icebreakers: Between dance sessions, we’ll have 
organized games and social activities to help youth connect, make friends 
and have fun. 

• Youth parade and performances: A chance for youth to shine! 
Whether it’s participating in a themed parade or showcasing their talents, 
there will be moments to celebrate their energy and creativity. 

• Mentorship and community: Older youth and young adult dancers 
will be on hand to help guide and support younger participants, creating a 
welcoming and inclusive atmosphere. 

Why bring your youth? 

Square dancing is more than just a fun activity—it’s a community. By bringing your youth to the convention, 
you’re giving them the chance to: 

• Build lifelong friendships 

• Gain confidence and leadership skills 

• Be part of a vibrant, intergenerational tradition 

We’re committed to making this a safe, joyful, and enriching experience for all our young dancers. So, pack 
those dancing shoes and get ready for an unforgettable time at the 75th National Square Dance 
Convention®! 

If you have any questions or would like more details about youth programming, feel free to reach out to our 
Youth Coordinator, Kati Raleigh, at yodelergirl@yahoo.com. 

 
We can’t wait to see you on the dance floor! 

mailto:yodelergirl@yahoo.com


Registration long form 
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What is Challenge Square Dancing? 
Challenge dancing is the most 
advanced level of modern 
western square dancing. It 
emphasizes mental and 
strategic aspects of square 
dance formations and calls. 
One difference with 
Challenge is the use of 
phantoms, which are 

imaginary dancers used to 
maintain formations and add 
to dance’s visual complexity. 
The first three levels of square 
dance — Mainstream, Plus 
and Advanced — tend to be 
more physically active than 
Challenge. 



Registration long form 
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Bluebonnet: The State Flower of Texas 
The bluebonnet was officially 
designated the state flower of Texas 
on March 7, 1901, when the 
legislature selected Lupinus 
subcarnosus, commonly known as 
the bluebonnet, to honor pioneer 
women’s bonnets and celebrate the 
plant’s striking beauty. 
 

Bluebonnets germinate in the fall, 
survive winter as low rosettes, then 
burst into bloom in mid to late April 
along central and southern Texas 
roadways and fields. 

It’s annual return, despite varying 
weather and soil conditions, mirrors 
the determination of those who call 
Texas home. 
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Wondering what the Waco Convention Center 
has to offer? Take this cool Fly Through Tour! 

 
 
 
 
 

Conveniences for you 
at the Waco convention 

Services will include: 

Hearing assist 

Free wifi 

First aid station 

Concessions 

Scooter rentals 

Vending                                       

Water bottle filling station 

FREE PARKING 

 
Keep up to date on our Facebook 

page and  website! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BLKEzkJQQ
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094911386448
https://75nsdctx.com/


Dance Leader Registration 
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Hundreds of dance 
leaders are expected to 
sign up to participate in 
the Waco Convention. If 
you’re a dance leader, 
now is the time to 
register and submit a 
caller profile. 

Convention dance 
leaders include: 

· Square dance callers 

· Round dance cuers 

· Contra callers 

· Clogging leaders 

· Line dance leaders 

There are two parts to the process: 

1. Register for the convention at 75nsdctx.com to receive your 
registration number. 

2. In 7 to 10 days you will receive an email with your registration 
number. Once you have that, advance on the website sdconvention.com to 
set up your Dance Leader Profile. 

You must finish steps 1 and 2 in order to participate as a dance leader in 
the Waco convention. Deadline is December 31, 2025 to register. 
Please complete your profile by Jan. 31, 2026. 

https://75nsdctx.com/register/
https://sdconvention.com/


Passing of the Torch 
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Ted and Tonia Hofmeister, General Chairman of the 74th National 
Square Dance Convention® (Shreveport), passed a symbolic leadership 
torch to Gary and Claudia Lester, General Chairman of the 75th National 
Square Dance Convention® (Waco), during the Closing Ceremonies at the 
Shreveport Convention. 

Congratulations to the Hofmeisters and their most excellent team for 
all their hard work in providing such a superb National Square Dance 
Convention®! Now it’s the Lesters’ turn! 



Celebrating our vendors 
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As we prepare to gather in Waco, 
Texas, for the 75th National Square 
Dance Convention® from June 24–27, 
2026, there’s a special group of people 
we want to shine a spotlight on - our 
incredible vendors. 

These dedicated individuals and 
businesses are more than just 
merchants. They are the heartbeat of 
the convention experience, bringing 
color, creativity, and craftsmanship to 
every participant. From dazzling 
dancewear and handcrafted accessories 
to innovative tools and treasured 
keepsakes, each vendor brings 
something unique that enhances our 
shared love of square dancing. 

Their booths are places of 
discovery—where you can find the 
perfect twirl-worthy skirt, a new pair of 
boots that feel just right, or a 
conversation that turns into a lifelong 
connection. Many of these vendors 
travel great distances, invest countless 
hours, and pour their passion into every 
product and interaction. They help 
preserve the traditions we cherish while also 
introducing fresh ideas that keep our 
community vibrant and growing. 

We invite you to take a moment to get 
to know them. Visit https://75nsdctx.com/ 
 vendors/ to watch short videos showcasing 
each vendor’s specialties. You’ll hear their 
stories, see their work, and understand why 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

they’re such an essential part of this historic 
celebration. 

Let’s show our appreciation by 
supporting them, sharing their stories, and 
stopping by their booths in Waco. Because 
without our vendors, the convention wouldn’t 
be the same. 

If you know a vendor who might 
like to be part of the Waco Convention, 

please refer them to Bruce and 
Wanda Carter at wcdrip@gmail.com. 

https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/
https://75nsdctx.com/vendors/
mailto:wcdrip@gmail.com
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NEC Archive Room 
images from the 74th 
National Square 
Dance Convention® 
in Shreveport, LA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be plenty to learn at the 75th 
National Square Dance Convention® in 
Waco, Texas. 

Get ready to learn how dancers, club 
leaders and organization heads can 
expand their knowledge base, become 
better and more informed leaders, and 
continue to grow our activity. 

Here are some examples of ways you can 
up your game and help fellow dancers: 

The Leadership Certification Program 
to help clubs and dance organizations build 
their knowledge and skills. 

Keynote Address by Ted Lizotte. 

Organizations Roundtable where dancers 
and leaders can learn about how dance 
organizations are working effectively from 
the local to the national level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sew and Save Program, for sewers and 
non-sewers alike, includes classes, make 
and take craft sessions, demonstrations, 
patterns to trace, and raffles and givea- 
ways. 

NEC Archives, where dancers can view 
program books from the first national 
convention to the current one, see 
convention badges and commemorative 
belt buckles, and share in the history of our 
national square dance event. 



Getting to Waco 
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Waco is a city in central Texas, nestled along the 
Brazos River and right off Interstate 35. It’s about 
halfway between Dallas and Austin. No matter 
where you're starting from, there’s a way to get to 
Waco! Here’s a breakdown of transportation options 
that work from almost anywhere: 

By air 
Waco Regional Airport (ACT) is serviced by 
American Eagle with flights to/from Dallas-Fort 
Worth (DFW). Nearby airports are DFW, Dallas 
Love Field (DAL), Austin-Bergstrom (AUS), and 
Killeen-Fort Hood (GRK). They all offer 
connections to Waco via shuttle or rental car. 

By car 
Interstate 35 runs right through Waco, making it 
easily accessible from major cities like Dallas, 
Austin, and San Antonio. Rental car availability may 
be limited as the 2026 FIFA World Cup will be 
taking place in Dallas during our convention. Make 
your reservations early. 

By bus 
Greyhound serves Waco with intercity routes from 
across the U.S. The Waco Charter Bus Company 
offers group travel options. 

By shuttle 
Waco Streak and GoGoWaco provide luxury shuttle 
service from DFW and Dallas Love Field. Airport 
Transportation of Waco offers hotel and airport 
transfers. 

Local and eco-friendly options 
Waco Transit System has fixed-route buses. Options 
are Baylor University shuttle and MicroDash. 

Rideshare and taxis 
Uber and Lyft operate throughout Waco and nearby 
cities. Traditional taxis are also available in 
downtown Waco and at the airport. 



Leadership Certification Program 
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Current  leader? Future leader? 
Do you like really cool dangles? 

If any of these apply, the Leadership Certification 
Program (LCP) is for you! You can easily complete the 
program during a single National Square Dance 
Convention® but you can take up to four years to finish. 
Upon completion you will receive a Certificate of 
Completion and an LCP dangle to proudly wear on your 
badge. 

The Leadership Certification Program consists of 
two mandatory classes, four core sessions, and two 
electives for a total of eight hours. There are around 43 
hours of dancing and other activities during any National 
Convention, so, if you start and finish the LCP, you will 
still have around 35 hours to enjoy everything the 
convention has to offer. HOWEVER, if you are someone 
who loves taking classes, you can take as many as you 
wish as long as you get the basic number of each 
category completed. 

The Mandatory Sessions include the Friday morning 
Bid Session and the Keynote Address. The Bid Session 
is an exciting presentation given by a state that wants to 
host an upcoming National Square Dance Convention®. 
The presentation highlights many of the attractions in 
that city as well as providing information about the 
proposed venue. The second mandatory class is the 
Keynote Address given by a prominent member of the 
square or round dance community addressing a timely 
and pertinent issue in that community. The Keynote 
speeches can be so inspiring that participants leave with 
the knowledge that they can make a difference. 

Core Classes provide participants with the 
knowledge for effective administration of a square 
dance club or organization. These classes include 
insurance, using social media effectively, how to 
become a 501c3 organization, educational 
/informational pamphlets and videos available to clubs, 
various support organizations such as United Square 
Dancers of America (USDA), ARTS, and 
CALLERLAB, as well as important topics of the current 
year. 

Elective Classes cover a wide range of topics. 
Previous electives included seminars to help new  callers 
build their skills; how to recruit and retain dancers; a 
slide presentation on the next year’s convention; 
seminars on making colorful and effective flyers; 
competition and exhibition square dancing; and histories 
of contra and square dancing. 

We are offering many new classes at the 75th NSDC 
in Waco, TX. They are in the planning stage at this  time 
so check the monthly E-Magazine (which you are 
reading now, and we will update you every month), 
 Facebook, or the 75th NSDC website to see the new 
classes we have to offer. 

Questions about the LCP or any of the Education 
classes can be sent to either the Assistant Education 
Chairman in charge of the LCP, Everett Kelly at 
ekelly1948@yahoo.com or Education Chairman Brooke 
Peters at kbrookepeters@gmail.com. 

mailto:ekelly1948@yahoo.com
mailto:kbrookepeters@gmail.com.
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While you’re in Waco, you’ll 
find plenty of popular 
restaurants that will take 
away any craving you may 
have. Here are some of the 
eateries within one mile of 
the Waco Convention 
Center: 

Ninfa’s Mexican Restaurant – 
delicious Mexican fare served in 
a high-ceilinged space with a 
cool vibe. 

Jake’s Texas Tea House – 
amazing 1940s-style filling station 
setting and great food. 

Bitty and Beaus Coffee – everyone 
needs a little java now and then. 

The Olive Branch – Coffee, pastries 
and American breakfast and lunch bites 
served in a relaxed, warehouse-style 
space. 

Diamondback’s – Texas-style 
chophouse crafting steaks, seafood 
and sushi plates in an elegant, wood-
lined room. 

Bangkok Royal Thai Cuisine – 
Contemporary curries, noodles and 
fried rice with vegetarian options. 

Schmaltz Sandwich Shop – Waco’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

favorite sandwich with fresh, 
handmade bread, along with salads 
and soups. 

Torch’s Tacos – Mexican street food 
style tacos in inventive varieties, 
including for breakfast. 

Portofino Italian Restaurant – Pizza 
and pasta in a comfy setting. 

Cajun Craft – Relaxed space featuring 
classics such as crawfish and fried 
chicken. 

Milo All Day – Southern comfort food 
with an airy, rustic-chic vibe. 

1424 Bistro – Chef-owned venue 
serving gourmet seafood, meat and 
chicken dishes in a warm, brick-walled 
setting. 
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 Square dance etiquette  
Arrive on time. 

Form a circle or set up squares 
promptly when the music starts or 
at the caller’s request. 

Always have a partner when you 
join a square. 

If time permits, introduce 
yourself and others within the 
square. 

Listen quietly during any and all 
instructions from the caller. 
Resist the temptation to explain 

or correct other dancers. Let the 
caller do the teaching. 

Rough handling and verbal 
corrections during the dance are 
always rude, unhelpful, and very 
distracting. 

1. Visit our website! It’s 
chock full of forms, 
links, and great things to 
know about the Waco 
convention! 

2. Join our 75th NSDC 
 Facebook page for the 
latest photos, news and 
events. 

3. Subscribe to and read the 
 National Squares e- 
 Magazine (which you’re 
reading now!) It’s your go 
to source for updates on 
the “who, what, and 
where” of the Waco 
Convention coming 
up June 24-27, 2026. 

4. Follow this link to fill out 
your registration form. 

https://75nsdctx.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094911386448
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/
https://nsdcnec.com/national-squares-e-magazine/
https://75nsdctx.com/long-form-registration/
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Ted Lizotte—Manchester, New Hampshire 
Ted learned to square dance in 1988 and began calling that same 

year. He started teaching classes in 1990 and has taught beginner classes 
every year since. 

In 1997, Ted was asked to be the club caller for Tech Squares of 
MIT and is still teaching their 12-week Crash Course. 

In 2017, Ted started his own music label and is the owner and 
producer of Throw Back Tunes and co-owns and produces TOTL 
Recordings with Tony Oxendine. 

Ted has been a member of CALLERLAB since 1991 and earned 
his Accredited Caller Coach designation in 2020. He has served on the CALLERLAB Board of 
Governors since 2018, was elected to the Executive Committee in 2021 and as of April 2023 
was CALLERLAB’s Chairman of the Board. 

Ted has been featured at numerous festivals and weekends both nationally and 
internationally and is well known for his smooth flowing choreography and music usage. He 
calls beginners through C1. 

 

 

 
Are you coming? Are 
you registered yet? We 
have a convenient 
registration form on our 
website. 

Click here to register! 

https://75nsdctx.com/long-form-registration/
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through the years 
 

 
End of month 

2021 
Jackson 

MS 

2022 
Evansville 

IL 

2023 
Mobile 

AL 

2024 
Milwaukee 

WI 

2025 
Shreveport 

LA 

2026 
Waco 

TX 

June 1,130 821 1,285 1,328 1,170 1,834 

July 1,140 903 1,315 1,373 1,251 1,926 

August 1,177 971 1,417 1,473 1,330 
 

September 1,191 1,040 1,463 1,543 1,367 
 

October 1,219 1,100 1,535 1,594 1,434 
 

 
November 1,221 1,159 1,584 1,638 1,496 

 

December 1,243 1,232 1,632 1,698 1,568 
 

January 1,306 1,350 1,700 1,807 1,686 
 

February 1,320 1,453 1,801 1,932 1,795 
 

March 1,497 1,579 1,902 2031 1,913 
 

April 1,680 1,771 1,999 2,228 2,013 
 

May 1,792 1,893 2,075 2,365 2,018 
 

Final Total 1,835 2,034 2,312 2,564 2,201 
 

Future National Square Dance Conventions 
 

Convention Location Date 

75th NSDC Waco, TX June 24-27, 2026 

76th NSDC Loveland, CO June 23-26, 2027 

77th NSDC Daytona Beach, FL June 28-July 1, 2028* 
*Note different week. 
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Who’s coming to Waco as of Aug. 1, 2025 
 

Alabama 68 

Alaska 1 

Arkansas 46 

Arizona 13 

California 79 

Colorado 46 

Connecticut 0 

Delaware 2 

Florida 75 

Georgia 74 

Hawaii 2 

Idaho 1 

Illinois 26 

Indiana 27 

Iowa 23 

Kansas 29 

Kentucky 37 

Louisiana 32 

Maine 6 

Maryland 22 

Massachusetts 11 

Michigan 20 

Minnesota 25 

Mississippi 15 

Missouri 43 

Montana 3 

Nebraska 5 

Nevada 2 

New Hampshire 5 

New Jersey 13 

New Mexico 10 

New York 9 

North Carolina 15 

North Dakota 6 

Ohio 73 

Oklahoma 59 

Oregon 10 

Pennsylvania 21 

Rhode Island 0 

South Carolina 21 

South Dakota 10 

Tennessee 47 

Texas 789 

Utah 7 

Vermont 1 

Virginia 18 

Washington 19 

West Virginia 4 

Wisconsin 25 

Wyoming 0 
 
 

International 
Registrations 

Belize 2 

Canada 6 

Germany 11 

Taiwan 12 
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We have a dedicated staff for the 
75th National Square Dance 
Convention® which will be 
June 24-27, 2026 in Waco! 

This month we’re featuring the 
Executive Committee: 

Gary and Claudia Lester 
General Chairman 
(See bio on next page) 

Billy and Ramona Grimsley 
Assistant General Chairman 

Pamela Smith 
Convention Secretary 
(See bio on page 36) 

Ken and Dawn Hengst 
Ceremonies Coordinator 

Fisher Reynolds 
Computer Coordinator 

John Whiteacre 
Convention Webmaster 

Charles Zagara 
Legal Advisor 

Andy and Sandy Remson 
John and Cindy Brahm 
Everett and Tina Kelly 
Traveling Team 

Kimberly Vennard 
Special Promotions 



Bio: General Chairman 
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Claudia and Gary Lester 
 

Claudia and Gary Lester took square 
dance lessons from Bob Baier at the Houston 
Hey Lollies club, graduating in 2009. They 
attended “summer camp” at Kirkwood Lodge 
in Osage Beach, Missouri for 11 years, 
improving their Plus skills and getting 
introduced to round dancing. 

As active members in the Hey Lollies, 
they went through the leadership progression 
as class coordinators, caller committee chair- 
men, secretary, vice president and finally 
president. 

Claudia planned the annual Hey Lollies 
Weekend Dance in Nacogdoches, Texas. She 
had previously done event planning for large 

churches. Gary retired from sales at 
Comcast. 

The Lesters continue to attend various 
dances and conventions across the Nation. 
Meeting many friendly dancers is the highlight 
of their travels. 

Gary and Claudia had a strong desire to 
bring a National Square Dance Convention® 
to Texas. They overcame obstacles that 
would have stopped most folks in their tracks. 
But they just kept going. 

Their tireless work is why we will all 
enjoy a spectacular Texas-hosted 75th 
National Square Dance Convention®   June 24-
27, 2026, in Waco, Texas. 



Bio: Convention Secretary 
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Pamela Smith 

Pamela learned to square dance in 1995 and 
dances through the A2 level. In 2013 she 
married her favorite caller, Dale Smith. 

Pam has been a registered nurse since 
1976. She worked as a nurse practitioner in 
rheumatology from 1994 until her retirement 
in 2021. 

Pam has two daughters and one precious, 
beautiful granddaughter. 
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See pages 7-8 if you’re looking for 
a hotel. For your convenience and 
savings, we have negotiated special 
Convention rates with a number of 
Waco hotels. There are even pet-
friendly options! 
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See page 9 if you’re 
planning to camp for 
the 75th National Square Dance 
Convention®. We have negotiated 
special Convention rates with two 
Waco-area RV parks! 
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UPCOMING NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS® 
Each of the upcoming conventions has a Pre-Registration Form providing you 
an opportunity to express your support and interest in attending their future 
National Square Dance Convention®.  To pre-register, click the images below 
to access their Pre-Registration Form.  The forms can be downloaded, printed, 
saved, sent, and otherwise processed. 

Thank you for supporting ALL of the National Conventions! 

 

 
Where will we go in 2029 and beyond? 

Is your organization interested in submitting a Bid Package for 
the future National Square Dance Convention®? 

Please contact the  
National Executive Committee (NEC) Presidents: 

Louis & Angie McClure 
louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 678-956-0287 

 
  

mailto:louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com
https://75nsdctx.com/register/
https://76nsdc.com/
https://77nsdcfl.com/
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Welcome to the 77th National Square Dance Convention® 

 
June 28 – July 1, 2028 | Daytona Beach, Florida 
Get ready to swing your partner and promenade through history, sunshine, and celebration! 
The 77th National Square Dance Convention® invites you to the vibrant coastal city of Daytona 
Beach, Florida—once the Spring Break capital of the world, now a dynamic destination 
blending tradition, excitement, and charm. This year’s convention is scheduled a week later 
than usual, so mark your calendars for June 28 to July 1, 2028. 

������ Discover Daytona Beach 
Daytona Beach is famous for its 23 miles of stunning shoreline and its legendary ties to auto 
racing. Start your mornings with a peaceful sunrise walk along the beach, then dive into the 
city’s rich offerings: 

• Daytona International Speedway: Take a behind-the-scenes tour of this iconic racing 
venue. 

• Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse & Museum: Climb Florida’s tallest lighthouse and explore 
maritime history. 

• Museum of Arts & Sciences: A cultural gem featuring fine art, science exhibits, and a 
planetarium. 

• Tomoka State Park & Canaveral National Seashore: Hike, kayak, or spot dolphins in these 
natural havens. 

After a day of adventure, indulge in fresh seafood, farm-to-table cuisine, or a relaxing spa 
treatment at one of Daytona’s luxury resorts. In the evenings enjoy live music, river cruises, 
and of course—square dancing with friends from across the country. 

���������������������������������� �����������  Family-Friendly Fun 
Daytona Beach is perfect for families too! Cool off at Daytona Lagoon Waterpark, explore 
marine life at the Marine Science Center, or shop for treasures at Tanger Outlets. For those 
extending their trip, a day at Disney World in nearby Orlando adds a magical touch. 
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���������������������� Let the Dancing Begin! 
Whether you're a seasoned dancer or just learning your first do-si-do, the 77th National 
Square Dance Convention® is your chance to celebrate community, tradition, and joy. With 
day and night dance events, workshops, and social gatherings, you’ll make memories that 
last a lifetime. 

We can’t wait to welcome you to Daytona Beach—and encourage you to explore the 
timeless beauty of everything this area has while you're here. Safe travels, and we’ll see you 
on the dance floor! 

������������� Kickoff Fundraiser Dance – September 6, 2025 
Join us for a special evening of dancing and community at our 77th Fundraiser Donation 
Dance, hosted by The Village Squares Square Dance Club in The Villages, Florida. This event 
helps support the upcoming National Convention and features a fantastic lineup of callers 
and cuers donating their time.
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National Squares E-Magazine Advertising Space Contract 
Advertiser: Date: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: 

I (We) offer to purchase from the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance Convention® advertising 
space in the National Squared E-Magazine for the advertisement of the above listed advertiser in accordance with the 
ad sizes indicated below and in accordance with the rates, terms and conditions listed. No alcoholic beverage 
advertisements will be accepted. 
Please indicate by circling the advertisement size and the number of times the ad is to run. If the ad is to run multiple 
times, the copy of the ad may change from one issue to the next at the discretion of the advertiser. 

Ads may be either black and white or full color. 
Full Page ½ Page ¼ Page 

1 Issues $20.00 $12.00 $10.00 
2 - 5 Per 
issue 

    $15.00 $10.00 $9.00 

10 Issues $120.00 $90.00 $80.00 

Agreement and Specifications: 
It is agreed that the above prices are for advertising space only. Advertiser’s copy and graphics are preferred in digital 
form, but other formats can be accommodated. Any unusual modifications required for the advertisement will result in 
an additional fee, which is not included in this agreement. 

All advertising copy is subject to acceptance by the National Executive Committee of the National Square Dance 
Convention®, and advertisers agree to indemnify, hold harmless and defend at their expense, the National Executive 
Committee of the National Square Dance Convention®  its officers, employees, successors, an assigns from and against 
any claims or lawsuits for libel or slander, violation of rights., copyright violations or copy right infringements, or other 
suits predicated on the content of any advertisement. 

Ads are to be in Word Format or Camera-ready copy, layout, and payment in full must be received by the 15th of the 
month before the month in which the ad is to run.  Payment may be made using cash or check payable to the National 
Executive Committee. 

Send Contract, payment in full and copy to: Angie McClure, 
3917 Bloomfield Way SW, Gainesville GA 30504 
Phone: 678-956-0287   Email: louisandangiemcclure@gmail.com 

If for any reason the advertiser’s ad does not appear as agreed, the advertiser’s total recovery is hereby agreed to be 
limited to the price paid for the ad. Agreed as to the terms set out above, subject to final approval of the copy. 

Advertiser’s Authorized Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

Print Name: ___________________________________    Title: __________________________________ 
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Who and What is USDA? 
We are the United Square Dancers of America (usda.org) – not the United States 
Department of Agriculture (usda.gov)! USDA was founded in 1981 by dancers and organized 
for the square, round, contra, clogging, line and heritage dance communities. USDA aims to 
support and promote square dancing (and related dance forms) through national-level activity 
and through providing resources to state and regional levels. 

USDA holds its Board of Directors Meeting annually in conjunction with the National Square 
Dance Convention®. This year’s meeting was held on June 25, 2025, in Shreveport, LA. At 
the meeting, the following officers were elected for 2025-2026. These officers, along with 
committee chairs, are available to help and support dancers at the local, regional, and state 
levels. For more information about the USDA Executive Committee as well as USDA 
programs and activities, check out our website at www.usda.org.  

President Scott & Sandy Ebright 
Knoxville, TN 
President@usda.org 

Eastern Region Vice President 
CT, DE, D of C, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, 
NY, PA, RI, VT and VA 

VACANT 

Central Region Vice President 
AL, FL, GA, IN, KY, MI, MS, NC, OH, SC, 
TN and WV 

Dan Reedy 
VanBuren, AR 
CentralVP@usda.org 

Plains Region Vice President 
AR, IL, IA, KS, LA, MN, MO, NE, ND, 
OK, SD, TX and WI 

Mark & Bina Krebsbach 
Bismarck, ND  
PlainsVP@usda.org 

Western Region Vice President 
AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, 
OR, UT, WA, and WY 

Nina Grigsby 
Tucson, AZ 
WesternVP@usda.org 

Secretary Marilyn Schmit 
Dallas, OR 
Secretary@usda.org 

Treasurer Jim & Judy Taylor 
Littleton, CO 
Treasurer@usda.org 

http://www.usda.org/
mailto:CentralVP@usda.org
mailto:CentralVP@usda.org
mailto:PlainsVP@usda.org
mailto:WesternVP@usda.org
mailto:Secretary@usda.org
mailto:Treasurer@usda.org
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